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PREFACE. 


‘L'wo motives have induced the Editor of 
the following Cafes to offer them to the 
public; firft, the conviction that they con- 
tain a collection of important facts, relat- 
ing to the Practice of Midwifery ; and, fe- 
condly, the wifh to procure fuch aid for 
the inftitution, from the records of which 
they are extracted, as fhall render it of 


permanent utility to the community. 


Many advantages refult from the publi- 
cation of cafes. The characteriftics of dif- 
eafes are thereby imprefled on the minds 
of young practitioners; the ordinary rules 
of practice are illuftrated ; and the value of 
expedients that are not univerfa]ly fanction- 
ed is afcertained.—In fhort, by this means 


b . the 


tl PR EF ACE. 


the experience of the individual, is render- 
ed generally ufeful. | 
Cafes in Midwifery have been publifhed 
-by Mefirs Mauriceau, Lamotte, Giffard, 
Portal, Smellie, and Perfect. But although 
thefe publications be on the whole very 
valuable, it muft be allowed, that they are 
deficient in one of two refpects, viz. either 
inaccuracy in the detail of fymptoms, or 
imperfection in the mode of treatment purt 
fued. The following, therefore, being cal- 
culated to fupply thofe defects, it is pre- 
fumed will form a proper fupplement to 
the former publications of the fame kind. 
That they may ferve this purpofe, the 
Editor has endeavoured to exhibit the 
ftriking features of each cafe; has by re- 
mars illuftrated the mode of practice ; and 
has fele€ted only fuch cafes as claim atten- 


tion from their importance. 


The fecond object of this work, renders 


if 


PRE FAC Ey iil 
it neceflary to give fome account of the in- 
ftitution, in favour of which it is offered. 

To thofe who know the utility of efta- 
blifhments of that kind, it will probably 
appear fingular, that a Lying-in Hofpital 
was not inftituted at Edinburgh, till with- 
in thefe fifteen months. About three years 
ago, Dr Alexander Hamilton, Profeflor of 
Midwifery, publifhed propofals for the ef- 

tablifhment of fuch a charity. The dona- 
tions, although very liberal, from the be- 
nevolent individuals who approved of the 
plan, amounted at the end of two years to 
a mere trifle. Neverthelefs a proper build- 
ing and area were purchafed, and the Hof- 
pital was opened for the admiflion of 
patients in the beginning of November 
1793, under the title of the Edinburgh 
General Lying-in Hofpital. 

The building is totally unconnected with 
other houfes, and 1s placed in fuch a fitua- 
tion as to command the moft perfect cir- 
culation of air on all fides, And thefe 
| 2 local 
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local advantages can never be forfeited. 
It confifts of two ftories befides a funk 
one, The firft, of thefe contains two 
large wards, a room for the meeting of. 
the governors, a {mall Laboratory, and a 
delivery room. One of the wards is ap- 
propriated to undelivered married women. 
When in labour the woman 1s carried into 
the delivery room, and after fhe is deliver- 
ed, is conveyed in the bed on which fhe 
‘ had lain during labour, into the ward allot- 
ed tolying-in women. Ineach ward there 
are feven beds. The fecond floor confifts 
of fix bed rooms, which according to the 
original plan were intended for unmarried 
women. Butas the funds of the Hofpital, 
have hitherto been very fcanty, while the 
applications of married women for admif- 
fion have been more numerous than could — 
be complied with, the Directors have been 
obliged to refufe admitting unmarried 
women, unlefs under very particular cir- 
cumftances of diftrefs.—And confequently, 


the 
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the principal ufe of thefe rooms at prefent 
is to lodge women whofe fituation is dan- 
gerous. Accordingly, fome of thofe whofe 
cafes are detailed in the following pages, 
were brought into thefe apartments from 
the moft fhocking hovels, that can well be 
conceived. Two women, (viz. Sutherland 
and Cunningham), were by this means ob- 
vioufly fnatched from impending deftruc- 
tion,—And it is more than probable, that 
the death of one unfortunate out-patient 
(Tweedale), originated from her having 
obftinately refufed accepting of fuch an 
offer. 

The diet of the patients is confiderably 
better than what they are accuftomed to in 
their own families. This appeared necef 
fary in order to prevent the bad effects 
which often follow delivery, where the 
woman has been debilitated by previous 
poor fare and hard work, 

Every patient on her difmitlion receives 
a {mall fum of money, that fhe may not 

| feel 
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feel any immediate diftrefs from her 
change of fituation. At the fame time, the 
bedding on which fhe had lain is removed 
into a drying-houfe fitted up for the pur- 
pofe, and detached from the principal build- 
ing; and there it remains for at leaft a fort- 
night before it be allotted to any other 
patient. 

Such have been the effects of the precau- 
tions adopted forthe wellfare of the patients, 
that although many have been admitted 
nearly in a ftate of exhauftion from pre- 
vious fufferings, one women only has died 
in the Hofpital, fince its eftablifhment. In 
that inftance the caufe of death was the im- 
moderate ufe of {pirituous liquors immedi- 
ately after delivery, which were privately 
conveyed to the unfortunate woman by the 
perfon who had the neareft intereft in her 
recovery. 3 

Although the funds of the Hofpital have 
hitherto limited the number of houfe pa- 
tients, the phyficians of the inftitution 


have 


PRETFa ce &. Vil 


have not failed to attend on every out-pa- 
tient whofe fituation demanded afliftance. 
Some of the moft interefling of the follow- 
ing hiftories are cafes of out-patients. 

In this part of their duty, the phyficians 
have received much ufeful aid from the at- 
tention, humanity, and {kill of Meflrs 
James Partridge of Launcefton, Cornwall ; 
Cornelius Shuttleworth of Great Bowden, 
Leicefterfhire, and J. L. Smith of Barba- 
badoes; who attended during the courfe of 
thefe laft twelve months the Profeflor of 
Midwifery, as annual Pupils. Thofe gen- 
tlemen had the exclufive management of fe- 
veral of the cafes, and in others acted as af- 
fiftants. 


With refpe€ to the manner in which 
the hiftory of the cafes is detailed, accura- 
cy and fidelity have been principally ftu- 
died. For thefe the Editor is refponfible. 
As he was either confulted on the fubject, 
or actually engaged in the management of 


the 
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the cafes, (with one or two exceptions on= 
ly), he took care to learn every circum- 
Rance, and to mark it faithfully. 


Some of thefe cafes are of fuch a nature, 
that they may not occur oftener than once 
or twice in the courfe of a very extenfive 
practice, yet they may happen at the outfet 
of an individual as readily as afterwards. 
In either fituation, the practitioner muft 
feel great comfort, from having it in his 
power to confult authentic records; in 
which the particulars of fimilar occur- 
rences are detailed, and in which the 
proper mode of practice is pointed 
out. He thus enjoys every advantage 
of a confultation with an experienced bro- 
ther of the profeflion, and muft be infpired 
with a proportional degree of confidence. 

From thofe who reap this benefit from 
confulting the following hiftories, the 
Fditor begs leave to claim the acknow- 
ledgements of gratitude towards the infti- 

tution 
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tution which has afforded it. When he 
mentions, that, without fome fpeedy pecu- 
- miary aid, the Hofpital muft foon be fhut 
up, he hopes that he does not apply to fuch 
practitioners in vain. In Scotland, a Ly- 
ing-in-Hofpital is quite a new eftablifh- 
ment, and confequently its utility is only” 
known toa few. The example of thofe 
who fhould become benefactors. from a 
conviction of its value, as a {chool of in- 
f{truction as well as a public charity, would 
therefore have avery extenfive influence. 
In making this application, the Editor is 
well aware that he expofes himfelf to the 
ridicule of little minds. But in the dif- 
charge of his duty, and more efpecially 
when it concerns the interefts of humani- 
ty, he difregards every perfonal confidera- 


tion. 
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CASES w MIDWIFERY. 


LABORIOUS LABOURS, 


O: #8: Deke Ro 


Goaws Be I, 


ANET M‘Dona p, aged twenty-two 
years, apparently well formed and 
healthy, became affected with the throes 
of labour on the 1gth of February 1794,. 
at eight o'clock, P.M. As however the 
pains were trifling, fhe had at bed time an 
opiate, and was laid quiet. 
A : On 


= CASES IN MIDWIFERY. 


On the 2oth, the pains continued ftrong 
curing the courfe of the day, but had lit- 
tle effect, In the evening fhe complained 
of acute pain in the abdomen, which was 
moft troublefome when the labour throes 
ceafed. It was fomewhat relieved after 
taking tinct. opii, gtt, xl. 

About four o'clock A. M. of the 21ft, 
the liquor amnii was fpontaneoufly dif- 
charged, At that time her pulfe was fe- 
venty-fix, fhe had much thirft, and her 
tongue and fauces were parched. | 

At feven o'clock, A. M. fhe hada re- 
turn of the violent pain in the abdomen, 
above the pubes, followed by a flight de- 
gree of fyncope, which was fucceeded by 
profufe fweat over the whole body. The 
os tince was dilated to the fize of a half 
crown picce. 

At eight o'clock, A. M. an emollient 

enema was exhibited, which however did 
not produce a ftool. 

At eleven o'clock, A. M. fhe feemed 


much 
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muchexhaufted; the pains were apparently 
trifling, her abdomen was very tenfe and 
painful, but fhe had no fuppreffio urinz. 
Twenty-five drops of tinct. opil, were'then. 
given, and the enema was repeated ; in 
confequence of which, fhe had a copious 
ftool. After the operation of the enema, 
the head of the child defcended into the 
cavity of the pelvis; the pains became 
{ftrong, and at a quarter after twelve o'clock, 
noon, the child was born. ‘The placenta 
was expelled naturally within a quarter of 
an hour after the birth of the child. 

The child was of the male fex, weighed 
feven pounds twelve ounces, and meafur- 
ed twenty inches. It was flout, and well 
formed; but quite livid, being evidently 
in an apoplectic ftate, with its head much 
lengthened and the fcalp {fwelled. The pul- 
fation in the arteries of the funis umbilica- 
lis was greatly oppreffed. 

The chord was immediately divided, 
and allowed to biced a little; after which 

A 2 | the 
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the child was put into warm water, and 
the moft gentle attempts were made to re- 
{tore the fhape of the head. Although the 
pulfation of the heart continued, the infant 
did not breathe; and therefore the lungs 
were diftended with air by means of a bag 
formed of elaftic gum. At this time. the 
natural colour in the face was reftored. 
Within half an hour from birth he began 
to breathe very imperfectly, and at confide- 
rable intervals ; and it was not till twenty 
minutes after, that he breathed freely. 


AFTER TREATMENT. 


Feb. 20th. The patient had fome hours 
feep after delivery, but having complain- 
ed in the evening of after pains, an opiate 
was given at bed time. 

22d, Slept well. State of the pulfe, 
tongue, fkin, and lochial difcharge, natu- 
ral. Has had no ftool; no fecretion of 
mulk, 


The 
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The child has paffled meconium freely, 
but has not yet made water. 

Intromitt. in veficam infantis vefp. 
{pecill. argent. nifi prius urinam 
red. | 

. 23d, Slept well. State.of the pulfe,. 
tongue, {kin, and lochia natural. No ftool. 

Hab. vefp. enem, domett. 

Child has not yet made water. The 
probe was introduced into the bladder laft 
night and this morning without any dif- . 
ficulty, but no water followed. 

R. Manne opt. 3g 

Solve in aq. callid. 3ii 
Detur coch; thear. omni hora. 
24th, Has no complaint whatever. All 
the functions natural. | 

Child made water foon after the fe- 
cond fpoonful of the folution of manna 
had been given. Is now in good health, 
and fucks freely. : 


26th, Lochial difcharge has ceafed. 
Child well. 
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March 4th, Was quite well till two 
days ago, when a fmart rigor occurred, 
from which however no bad effects have 
enfued. + : 

7th, Mother and child in perfect health, 
were difmiffed, 


ve ao 
re 


REMARKS. 


This was the patient’s firft child. Dur- 
ing pregnancy fhe was fubject to frequent 
fyncope. While fhe refidedin the hofpital, 
previous to her delivery, fhe had feveral 
attacks. The interyal between the fits al- 
ways feemed to increafe after V. 5. which 
was had recourfe to three or four times. 

As fhe had been bled on the day pre- 
ceding labour, and. as her pulfe through 
the whole courfe of delivery was weak, ve- 
nefeétion could not with propriety be em- 
ployed at that time. 

The advantages of patient attention are 


well marked in the above cafe. 


The 
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The ordinary directions for the recove- 
ry of ftill born children being ill calculat-. 
ed to accomplifh the purpofe in view, the | 
following obfervations are offered refpeG- 
ing the management of thole born in an — 
apoplectic ftate, which was the cafe in the 
above inflance. | he 

The propriety of blood- ralulag is fuf- 
ficiently apparent. That in general 
ought to be the only means employed; for 
after a fmall difcharge of blood, the in- 
fant commonly begins to breathe, though 
very imperfeétly. If this happen, the 
whole proceis fhould then be left to na- 
ture; as the ufe of ftimulants under fuch 
circumftances conftantly tends to inter- 
rupt the procefs. Many children have 
been loft to fociety from this caufe. But, 
if notwithftanding the bleeding, the in. 
fant remains in a ftate of infenfibility, ic 
fhould be wrapt up in warm flannel, and 
the lungs fhould be artificially diftended 

| with 
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with air, fo that the operation of breath- 
ing may be imitated. 

Many contrivances have been adopted 
‘for this purpofe. The moft common is a 
goofe quill or piece of tobacco pipe. But 
if thefe be ufed, the air thrown in, from 
having pafled through the lungs of an 
adult, is deleterious. A pair of bellows 
capable of containing no more air than 
what will diftend the lungs of a foetus may 
be conftructed, fo as to be conveniently 
portable. But the expedient always em- 
ployed in the Edinburgh Lying-in Hofpi- 
tal appears the fimpleft and the beft. It 
isa bag of elaftic gum, capable of contain- 
‘ing about three ounces of fluid, to which 
an ivory conical pipe is fixed. This pipe 
is introduced into one noftril, while the 
other and the mouth are kept quite clofe. 
By this means thelungs can be diftended 
with pure atmofpheric air as often as is 
neceflary. Unlefs it be pafled through the 

noftril, 
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noftril, the air would fill the ftomach in- 
{tead of the lungs. 

The abfence of fecretion of urine for fo 
long a time is a curious circumftance. As 
the urinary paflages are in new born infants 
often ftopt up by chalky-like or mucous 
concretions, the want of difcharge was im- 
puted to that circumftance. Butonthe in- 
troduction of the probe, no fuch obftacle 
occurred. In this cafe, the fecretion was 


evidently fufpended. 


The fpeedy recovery of the patient af- 
fords an excellent proof of the little danger 
that attends the protraction of labour be- 
yond the ordinary period, provided a pro- 
per mode of treatment be adopted. 


ON Nae Saas 


ELIzAseTuH CLeuGHS, aged twenty 
eight years, apparently well formed, but 
| B weakly, 


‘ 
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weakly, became on the 17th of February 
1794, affected with violent corporeal agita- 
tion, attended with no foaming at the 
mouth, no infenfibility, nor dilatation of 
the pupil; fhe was at that time in the latter 
months of her fourth pregnancy. Shecom- 
plained of great painin the head. Pulfe 
eighty-four. Tongue natural. Belly open. 
According to her own account fhe was fi- 
milarly affected during her laft labour. 

Feb. 18th. Had during the night a very 
violent return of the fits, for which was 
given tinct, opi. gett. xl with evident 
advantage. The agitations, however, have 
returned this morning. During the in- 
tervals {fhehas uterine pains. Pulfe, tongue, | 
and belly as yefterday. 

Hab. ftat. tinct. opil. gtt. c. 

19th, During yefterday afternoon the 
fits abated, and the uterine pains recurred 
with confiderable regularity. The os 
tincz 1s fo far open as to admit the finger 
cafily. The pains had, and ftill have, the 

effect 
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effet of pufhing forward the vefica urina- 
ria at the fore part of the vagina, in form 
of a membranous bag. 

Hab. En. dom. et hauft. anod. vefpere. 

2oth, Enema did not operate. Had a 
fhort return of the fits laft night. The 
pains have been frequent, and have ren- 
dered the os tince now capable of admit- 
tinge two fingers. The vefica is ftill pro- 
truded during every pain, and alfo the rec- 
tum ina fmall degree. Pulfe ninety-fix. 
Tongue clean. Makes water freely. 

Hab. En. dom. ftat. 
Capt. hauft. anod. vefp. 

21ft, Had a ftool from the enema; paf- 
fed a quiet night; uterine pains trifling 
and occur feldom. Has had no fit fince 
yefterday, Functions natural. 

Rep. hauft. anod. h. s. 

March 3d, Has continued in nearly the 
fame ftate fince laft report, the fits occur- 
ring feldom, and the uterine pains having 
no effect on the os tince. Pains now pro- 

se duce 
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duce the difcharge of the fhews ; are pretty 
{trong and frequent, but have not yet en- 
Jarged the aperture of the os uteri more 
than it was on the 2oth of February. 
The vefica is forced entirely without the 
parts during the pains. Pulfe ninety-fix 
and very hard. Tongue furred. Skin hot. 
Abdomen tenfe and fore. 

Fiat. ftat. V.S. et mitt. fanguinis. 3vii- 

Cap. poft V. 5S. tind. opii. ett. 

XXXV. 

Ath, After the bleeding the pains abated 
for fometime, and then returned with in- 
creafed violence, when .the membranes | 
burft; halfan hour after whichthechild was 
born. The placenta was expelled naturally, 

The child, which was a male, weighed 
four pounds four ounces, meafured fifteen 


inches, and was evidently premature. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


March 4th. W as laid quiet without any 
opiate. Oneo'clock P.M. Had fome fleep 
after 
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after delivery, and has made water. Pulfe 
an hundred and twenty, and hard. Com- 
plains of pain in the head and abdomen, 
Tongue clean. Skin hot. Lochial dif- 
charge natural. 
Cap. ftat. pulv. antim. gr. vijj. 
Fight o’clock, P.M. Has fweated pro- 
fulely fince three o’clock. Pain in the ab- 
domen continues, Pulfe as formerly. 
Rep. pulv. antim er. vil. 
Cap. tinct. opi. _— gt. xl. 
Child has had the ufual difcharges, 
_. th, Has flept well. Pain in the abdo- 
men abated. Complains of troublefome 
cough and forenefs of the throat. Pulfe 
ninty-fix, {kin cool, tongue fomewhat- 
furred. Had a ftool laft night. Lochial 
difcharge trifling. The child feems much 
pained, and has not yet been put to the 
breaft. His hands and feet appear {welled. 
6th, Has not flept well, complains much 
of gripes. : Bellyopen, Pulfea hundred, and 
full, 
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full. Tongue furred. Skin moift. Secre- 
tion of milk abundant. Lochia fparing. 
Cap. tinct. opi. ett. xl. h. s. 

Child better. Has not yet fucked, but 
{wallows {poon-meat freely. pes of 
the hands and feet abated. 

oth, Has not flept well. During the 
night fhe had a return of the convulfive 
paroxyfins with which fhe was formerly 
affected, that lafted for half an hour. 
Pulfe a hundred. Tongue foul. Has much 
thirft. Complains of pain over the whole 
body ; but more particularly in the head. 
Lochial difcharge very trifling. Has had 
no ftool. | 

Cap. pulv. antim. gr. viy. ftatim. et 
rep. poft horas tres. 

Cap. etiam tinct. opi. gtt. xl. 

Bib. decoct. hord. ad libitum. 

8th, Has flept well during the night, 
feels herfelf much better to day. All the 
functions natural. 

Omit. 
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Omitt. rem. 
Ordinary diet. 
Child well, and begins to fuck. 
15th, Has continued fince laft report in 
a progreflive ftate of convalefcence. Child 
has continued well till to day. Seems now 
much opprefled. | 
16th, Child died this morning. 
18th, Difmiffed in good health. 


REMARKS. 


In this cafe, the diftinGion between cor- 
poreal agitation from an uncommon affec- 
tion of the nervous fyftem, and epilepfy, 
was well marked; for the patient continu- 
ed quite fenfible during the fits, and had 
no foaming at the mouth, nor any dila- 
tation of the pupil; the paroxyfms too 
were of much longer duration than thofe 
_ of epilepfy ufually are, for they fometimes 
were extended to an hour and a half, or 
even two hours. e 

This cafe affords a very remarkable il- 


luftration 
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luftration of a fact noticed fome years a- 
go by Dr Alexander Hamilton, and by 
his Son, the author of thefe remarks, wz. 
That previous to labour, the vefica urina- 
ria is fometimes pufhed down through the 
vagina, in fuch a manner, as to refemble 
the membranous bag formed by the layers 
ofthe ovum and the liquor amnu. , 

By this fact,an important precaution 
is fuggefted; for if the practitioner be not 
aware of the circumftance, he muft not 
only frequently keep his patient in a ftate 
of unneceflary alarm for many days, but 
even alfo may injure her irreparably 
by lacerating the bladder. Several cafes 
of incurable incontinence of urine from 
this caufe have fallen under the obferva- 
tion of the author of thefe remarks. 

Although to a fuperficial obferver the 
bag formed by the protrufion of the uri- 
nary bladder refembles very nearly that 
of the ovum, it can readily be difcrimi- 
hated by one acquainted with the circum- 

ftances, 
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ftance; for it is ftrongly connected. with 
the fore part of the pelvis; fo that the fin- 
ger canneg be pafled round its circumfe- 
rence as,,in cafes where the. true mem- 
branes are forced down; and during the 
interval of a pain, the os.tince can be felt 


fituated very high and quite undilated. 


The death of the child, although it had 
even fucked, fhews the truth of the ob- 
fervation, that children weighing at birth 


under five pounds cannot live to maturity. 


Cis & TEL 


MakGareT GRAY, out-patient, aged 
thirty-two years, of a low ftature, and 
apparently ricketty, had on the 31{t De- 
cember a diufcharge of fluid per vaginam, 
which was confidered to be the liquor 
amnu. This difcharge was neither pre- 
ceded nor accompanied by pain. 

On the oth of January 1794, labour 


{; commenced 
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commenced at fix o'clock A. M. The 
prefentation of the child was natural. The 
uterine pains were regular and’ ftrong, 
till the evening of the roth inftant, when 
they began to remit, the head being then 
about one third within the pelvis. 

On the morning of the rith, as her 
{trength was much impaired. and. fhe had 
conftant ineffectual bearing-down pains, 
extraordinary afliftance was fent for. The 
head appeared at that time to be one half 
within the cavity of the pelvis. The long 
forceps were cautioufly applied, but with- 
out effect, the head being much wedged 
between the pubis and the facrum. All 
attempts to deliver her were then laid a- 
fide, the pains having remitted entirely. 

In the evening the patient feemed much 
recruited ; her pulfe was regular, and fhe 
had no pain in the head, nor fuppreffion 
of urine. Forty drops of tinét. opii were 
prefcribed, and delivery was delayed. 

Early in the morning of the rath, the 

teguments 
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tezguments of the child’s head gave way; 
the brain was fpontaneouily difcharged ; 
the bones collapfed, and the cranium was 
expelled; but the body was prevented from 
advancing, in confequence of emphyfema 
of the thorax and of the abdomen. Thofe 
cavities were therefore opened by the crot- 
chet, and the child was thereby extracted, 
The placenta was foon after Esapelng by the 
natural efforts. 

The child, which was a female, was not 
weighed, but appeared of a large fize. 


AFTER TREATMENT. 


12th. Had forty drops of tinct. opii, and 
was laid quiet. 

_ 13th, Pafled a very quiet night, and 
feems much refrefhed. Has made urine 
pretty freely ; but complains of great diffi- 
culty in retaining it. Pulfe ninety-fix. Skin 
pretty cool. Appetite for food moderate. 
Lochial difcharge in {mall quantity, and of 
a deep red colour. 

C 2 Rep. 
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Rep. tinct. opit. gtt. xl. h.s. 
Inj. in vaginam aq. tepid. bis in die. 
14th. Complains of flight fymptoms of 
pyrexia, attended with ‘fhooting pains of 
the mamme, which are fomewhat hard 
and {welled, and from which there is a 
difcharge of ferous fluid.’ Lochia much 
increafed in quantity. Belly coftive. In- 
continence of urine greatly aggravated, in 
confequence of which the parts are con- 
fiderably excoriated; but the urine appears 
evidently to be difcharged folely through 
the natural paflage. . \ 
Hab. enem. dom. vefp. au prius 
alvus folv. 
Inj. in vaginam infuf. cort. querci 
cum alumine, quarter in‘ die. 
16th. “Peprile fymptoms much abated. 
Hardnefs and {welling of the mammz 
confiderably diminifhed. Free difcharge 
of milk from them.  Lochia moderate. 
Pulfe regular. Urine retained much longer 
than yefterday. | | | 
Cont. 
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Cont. inj. infuf. cort. querci. 
16th. Had her bed and body linens 
fhifted laft night, and fuffered little faticue 
from rifing. Pulfe natural. Belly regular. 
Lochial difcharge moderate. Incontinence 
of urine confiderably diminithed. 
| Cont. inj. infuf. querci. u. a. 
i8th. Has felt quite well for thefe two 
days. State of the tongue, pulfe, and belly, 
quite natural. Appetite for food very 
good. Lochial difcharge much diminifh- 
ed. Incontinence of urine quite removed. 
Omitt. inj. cort. querc. 
20th. Convalefcent in every refpedt. 
23d. Was free from every complaiut 


whatever, 
REMARKS, 


This patient had formerly born four 
children ; the two firft of whom were a- 
‘ live, but the two latter fill born. The 
former were {mall children, the latter large. 

From the general appearance of the 


woman, 
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woman, there was reafon to fufpect defici- 


ency of {pace in the pelvis, and according- 
ly the promontory of the facrum was found 
to project confiderably too much forwards. 


This cafe affords a curious example of 
the refources of nature, and a powerful 
argument in favour of the operation of em- 
bryulcia under certain circumftances, feeing 
that it is the imitation of a natural procefs. 

It muft however be confeffed, that de- 
livery by art ought to have been had re- 
courfe to feveral hours fooner ; for it is un- 
juftifiable in general to wait for fo long a 
time as is required for the natural burfting 
of the integuments of the child’s head. 
But in this cafe it was impoflible to act 
otherwife, than has been mentioned; for 
the patient would not confent to any other 
operation after the failure in the ufe of the 
forceps, until fhe felt that fhe could not be 


delivered naturally. 


Two circumftances alone render the 
employment 
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employment of the long forceps eligible 
or even warrantable. Firft, the neceflity of 
f{peedy delivery, while there are no pains, 
and the head is beyond the reach of {hort 
forceps, and the apertures of the pelvis are 
under the ufual dimenfions.—And, Second- 
ly, the necefflity of immediate delivery, 
where the head is in the fame fituation, 
but where the apertures of the pelvis are 
natural and the foft parts are relaxed. 

By this practice, under the former of 
thofe circumftances, it is fometimes in the 
power of the practitioner to accomplifh the 
delivery by means perfectly confiftent with 
the fafety of the child; and confequently 
the long forceps fhould be generally tried 
before recourfe be had to the operation of 
Embryulcia, unlefs the deficiency of fpace 
in the pelvis be very confiderable. : 

In cafes too, of profufe uterine hemor- 
rhagy, when the head is fo far advanced 
into the paflage, that it would be difficule 
and dangerous to attempt to turn the 
child, while further delay might be fatal 


to 
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to the patient, the fame means may be em- 


ployed with fafety and fuccefs. 


Gasca is foc 


Mrs Graic, out-patient, aged thirty 
fix years, healthy and well formed, be- 
came in labour on the 3d of July 1794, 
at feven o’clock, A. M. The liquor amnii 
was, according to the report of the attend- 
ing midwife, fpontaneoufly difcharged on 
the afternoon of the fame day. The pre- 
fentation of the child was difcovered to be 
natural. The pains were very trifling 
and irregular till the morning of the 5th, 
when they became ftrong and frequent ; 
but had fo little effect, that the os tince 
was not fully dilated till four o'clock A, 
M. of the 7th inflant, when extraordinary 
affiftance was called. At eleven o’clock 
A. M. of that day the head was found to 
reft on the brim of the pelvis. As the pa- 

tient 
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tient did not feem exhaufted, had a good 
pulfe, and no retention of urine, nothing 
elfe was done, befides keeping her cool. 
About two o'clock P. M. the pains became 
more frequent and forcing ; and at laft, a- 
bout five o’ clock P. M. the child was ex- 
pelled by the natural efforts. The placen- 
ta followed foon after. 

The child, which was a female, was 
healthy and well formed, but had a tu- 
mour and contufion‘ on the left parietal 
bone. 


AFTER TREATMENT. 

July 7th. Had an opiate before fhe was 
laid quiet. 

8th. Has flept well, and has made wa- 
ter repeatedly fince delivery. Complains of 
headach and general forenefs. Pulfe one 
hundred, and firm. Tongue foul, and 
complains of confiderable thirft. Skin 
cool, Lochial difcharge in moderate quan- 
tity. ids 
Bib. 
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Bib. decoct. hord. ad libitum. 
Hab, tinct. opii gtt. xxx. h, f. 
Low diet. 
Child well.’ Has the ufual difcharges. 
Tumour on the parietal bone continues. 
oth. Has flept well. Headach alleviat- 
ed. Complains lefs of forenefs. State of 
the pulfe, tongue and {kin, nearly natural. 
Thirft much lefs confidérable. Has had 
no flool fince delivery, Lochial difcharge 
regular. No fecretion of milk. 
Rep. hauft. anod. h. s. 
Child well. The tumour on the parie- 
tal bone is fomewhat lefs, 
roth. Has been hot and reftlefs during 
the night, and is affe@ed with headach this 
morning. ‘Thefe complaints probably ori- 
ginate from the acceffion of milk, as the 
breafts are hardand painful. Pulfe quick. 
Tongue clean. Has had no ftool. Lo- 
chia regular. 
Hab. enem. dom. vefp. 
Child well. 


11th. 
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vith. Slept well. All the complaints of 
the morning having ceafed yefterday after- 
noon, fhe fat up, and had her bed and 
body linens fhifted, without having fuffer- 
ed any fatigue in confequence. Had a 
{tool without the ufe of the enema. Is to- 
day convalefcent, and has a plentiful fe- 
cretion of milk. 

Mother and child were on the 2eth both 
in perfect health, 


REMARKS. 


Notwithftanding the fatigue and pain 
which fhe fuffered during labour, the re- 
covery of this patient was remarkably ra- 
pid. 

The tumour on the child’s head difap- 
peared entirely within eight daysafter birth, 


This cafe fhews the eifects of the pre- 
mature difcharge of the liquor amnii, and, 
and, at the fame time the advantages of 
waiting patiently for the efforts of nature, 


i 2 The | 


28 CASES IN MIDWIFERY. 


The effects of preffure, too, on the head 
of the child are clearly marked. Had in- 
firuments been employed, the attendants 
would have imputed the tumour on the 
left parietal bone to their ufe; an error in- 
to which even fome practitioners have fal- 
len. 


ORD E RU 


uA SE t lL, 


+ ei GRay, out-patient, aged thirty 
years ; apparently well formed, became 
in labour on the 14th of February 1794, at 
fix o’ clock A. M. The prefentation of the 
child was natural, but the progrefs of the 
labour was remarkably flow: the pains 
were of fhort duration, and recurred at 
very irregular intervals, till after the rup- 

fure 
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ture of the membranes, which took place 
on the 17th, atthreeo’clock A.M, 
In the afternoon of the 17th, extraordi- 
nary afliftance was fent for. At that time 
the labour throes were pretty frequent, 
and the head was almoft completely within 
the cavity of the pelvis. The pulfe was 
full and ftrong. At midnight the pains 
having remitted, venefection was perform- 
ed, and fix ounces of blood were drawn. 
An opiate had been given in the morning. 
The pains recurred during the night ; 
and had fuch an effect, that at one o'clock 
P. M. of the 18th, the face of the child 
was found turned into the hollow of the 
facrum, and the perineal tumour was in 
part formed. At this time the pulfe, which 
had, during the preceding periods of la- 
bour, been quite regular, became quick 
and fmall. The patient had naufea, fuc- 
ceeded by vomiting, and her abdomen was 
much {welled and tenfe. The pains now 


became much lefs frequent, and had no 


effect, 
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effet whatever in pufhing forward the 
head. The external parts were much re- 
laxed. 

At five o’clock P. M. the patient having 
continued in the fame ftate, the forceps 
were cautioufly applied in the ufual man- 
ner; and in two minutes the head was ea- 
fily brought forward, apparently without 
having occafioned any pain whatever. The 
placenta adhered, from atony of the uterus, 
but was extracted without much trouble, 
about half an hour after the birth of the 
child. | 

The child, which was a male, was well 
formed, and of a very large fize, ‘The ver- 
tex and both eyes were much fwelled. 


AFTER TREATMENT. 


Feb. 18th. Had an opiate, and was laid 
quiet. 

19th. Pulfe ninety-fix. Tongue and fkin 
natural. Has flept well. Has made wa- 


ter 
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ter fince delivery. No ftool. Lochial dif- 
charge regular. Low diet. 

Child well. Has had the ufual dif- 
charges. Both eyes {till fomewhat {wel- 
Ted. Head has regained the natural fhape. 

2oth. Slept well. Pulfe ninety-two. 
Tongue and {kin natural. Lochia regular. 
No ftool, and no fecretion of milk. 

Hab, vefp. En. dom. 

Child well. Swelling of the eyes abated. 

2ift. Slept well. Pulfe ninety. Skin 
and tongue natural. Had a ftool without 
the enema. Lochia begin to difappear. 


Secretion of milk abundant. Appetite 
for food moderate. 


Ordinary diet. 

Child well in every refpect. 
22d. Has been difturbed during the 
might with diarrhoea, which ftill conti- 
nues. Has no gripes ; but feels painin the 
abdomen. Pulfe one hundred and thirty, 
Tongue and fkinnatural. Abdomen {well- 
ed. Makes water freely. Lochia regular. 
R. 
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R. Tinct. opi gtt. Ixxx. 
Potion. cretae 3 vilj. M. 
Cap. coch. menf, 3tia. quaque 
hora, 

23d. Hasrefted well. Diarrhoea, and 
pain and {welling of the abdomen, quite 
abated. Pulfe one hundred and twenty- 
eight. Tongue and fkin natural. Lochia 
regular. 

Cont. Pot. cret. 

24th. Slept well. Makes no complaint 
whatever. Secretion of milk quite gone. 
Pulfe one hundred and thirty, and firm. 
Tongue and fkin natural. No ftool to- 
day. Lochia regular. 

Omitt, Pot. cret. Hab. hauft. anod. h. s. 

Child well in every refpect. 

25th. Has had uterine hemorrhagy du- 
ring the night; but complains neither of 
pain in the head, nor of much weaknefs. 
Pulfe one hundred and forty, and in- | 
diftint. Tongue clean and moift. Appear- 


Alice 
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ance of the countenance natural. Skin cool, 
Was lying on the left fide when vifited, 
but turned readily, and apparently eafily, 
on the back, when fpoken to. 
Hab. Pulv. eort. peruv. 38 bis in die. 
Cap. Acid. vitriol, dilut, 35 4. in die, 
App. ad pubes et lumbos pannus lin- 
teus aq. frigida madefacius, fi 
hzmorrhagia uterina redierit. 

Nine o'clock P. M. Has had an excef- 
five return of the hemorrhagy, by which 
fhe is much weakened. This has been ap- 
parently occafioned by carelef{nefs; as the 
room has been kept very hot, and the 
cloths dipt in cold water, notwithftand- . 
ing of the directions, have not been ap- 
plied. Pulfe fo quick and indiftindt, that 
it cannot be numbered. 

Cloths dipt in vinegar and water, were 
immediately and carefully applied to the 
pubes and loins, anda felution of alum 
was thrown up the vagina; by thefe 
means the hemorrhagy was checked. 


i Cap. 
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Cap. Ting. opii gtt. xl. ftatim 
Cont. Pal. cort. peruv. et acid. vitriol. 
26th. Had a return of hemorrhagy du- 
ring the night, and had fevere vomiting 
this morning. 
At eleven o'clock A. M. thought her- 
felf much better; but in attempting to 
drink, fhe funk down and expired. 


REMARKS. 


This was the patient’s fecond child. Her. 
firftt labour was preternatural, the child 
having prefented by the feet. Her reco- 


very on that occafion, was flow. 


The facility with which the forceps were 
applied was fuch in this cafe, that the pa- 
tient (although fhe was informed that in- 
{truments were to be ufed), was not fen- 
fible of their introduction; and the child 
was extracted without any exertion of force 
having been required, and without any 
pain having been felt. 

The 
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The fymptoms on the fecond and third 
day were apparently fo favourable, that 
they might have impofed upon an inatten- 
tive obferver. But experience had long 
ago apprized the author of thefe remarks, 
of the truthof Dr Clarke’s obfervation : 
That where the pulfe continues quick a- 
bove twenty four hours after delivery, all 
isnot well *. Accordiigly, he ftated to the 
gentleman attending this woman his ap- 
prehenfions, and explained to her family 
the neceflity for obeying with the niceft 
punctuality every direction fuggefted, re- 
{fpeCting the mode of treatment. Thefe 
injunétions were obeyed only till the even- 
ing of the third day, when they were to- 
tally negle@ted. And it is pretty certain, 
that the fymptoms which terminated in 
death, were in confequence of that ne- 
olect. 

The 


* Vide Practical Fflays on the Management of La- 
bour and Pregnancy, &c. by John Clarke; M:; D. 
London, 1793, page 127. 
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The cafe therefore furnifhes a ftriking 
example of the careleflnefs of attendants, — 
and of the little regard that is generally 
paid in low life to the prefcriptions of 
Medical Practitioners. . 


SaemereeNnONes cmeerTERN PORTE ARIE 


OR’ Duo Re OF: 


Pq LIZABETH STEPHENS, aged twenty- 
4 feven years, well formed, but weak- 
ly and irritable, had on the 25th January 
1794, at ten o'clock A, M. a difcharge of 
fluid, per vaginam, which appeared to be 
the hquor amnu. This happened without 
any evident caufe, and was neither preced- 

ed nor attended by uterine pain. 
Within twenty-four hours from this pe- 
riod, real labour throes commenced. The 
prefentation 
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prefentation of the child was natural; but 
as the pains, though at firft {trong and fre- 
quent, had become feeble and irregular ; 
the progrefs of the labour was fo flow, 
that at the end of thirty-fix hours from 
their commencement, viz. at ten o'clock 
P.M. of the 27th, the head had not en- 
tered the pelvis, nor was the os tince fully 
dilated. The patient took little food, and 
feemed much exhaufted. She had an 
opiate, which however did not fufpend 

the pains. : : 
About fix o'clock, A. M. of the 28th, 
the head began to enter the pelvis, and — 
feemed at firft to advance brifkly: but af- 
ter the {calp came in contact with the tu- 
berofities of the ifchia, the pains had no 
effect whatever in pufhing it forward. At 
mid-day the patient became greatly ex- 
haufted, and the unavailing pains continu- 
ing to harrafs her, an opiate was given, by 
which fhe had fome interrupted fleep; but 
her ftrength was not recruited, Some brifk 
pains — 
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pains occurred about three o’clock P. M, 
and then the head was found with the face 
turned into the hollow of the facrum. From 
this time the pains were frequent, but had 
little effect, The patient now grew exceed- 
ingly reftlefs, having the moft excruciating 
cramps in the lower extremities, on the 
return of every pain. Her pulfe was very 
quick and feeble. The heat of her body 
was much increafed. ‘The urine was fup- 
prefled. The abdomen was very tenfe, and 
the parts, both internally and externally, 
were much {welled. As pains, which ap- 
peared to act on the head of the child in a 
trifling degree, occurred from time to time, 
- the application of the forceps was delayed 
till ten o’clock P, M. ‘They were then ap- 
plied; but the {welling of the parts was 
fuch, that the catheter could not be previ- 
oufly introductd, ‘The forceps were lock- 

ed with great difficulty. 
The patient now complained of the moft 
excruciating cramps, which rendered her for 
fometime 


a‘ 


ia 
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fometime quite unmanageable. After ‘fhe 
had become fomewhat calm, a cautious at- 
tempt was made to draw down; but the 
head could not be moved a fingle point, 
An hour previous to the application of the 
forceps, fhe had 40 drops of tinct. opii, 
and a drachm of the fame was rubbed ex- 
ternally on thofe parts moft affected with 
cramp. 

The forceps were withdrawn for two 
hours, and then again introduced. After 
every juftifiable degree of extracting force 
had been employed for two hours, as the 
head could not be made to advance, and 
as the fituation of the patient became high- 
ly alarming, a penknife was infinuated be- 
tween the blades of the forceps; the fagit- 


tal future was opened, and the brain was 


fully evacuated. The child was then ea~ 


fily brought forwards by the forceps. The 
placenta was expelled naturally. The child, 
which was a male, weighed eight pounds, 


and 
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and meafured twenty inches. ‘The umbi- 


lical cord contained no blood. 
AETER TREATMENT. 


Jan. 29th, Has flept well fince delivery. 
Pulfe eighty-four. Tongue furred. Skin 
hot. Seems much debilitated. Has made 
water naturally. No ftool. Lochial dif- 
charge natural. Complains of pain about 
the uterine region. 

Hab. Tinct. opii gtt. xl. hes. 
Ordinary diet. 

3oth. Had uterine hemorrhagy in a con- 
fiderable degree during the night; which 
was checked by the application to the parts 
of cloths dipt in vinegar and cold water. 
Pain in the uterine region abated. Head 
akes. Pulfe ninety, and feeble. Tongue 
furred. Much thirft. Is unable to turn 
herfelf in bed- Parts very fore. Lochia mo- 
-derate, Has had no ftool. 

Applic. flat. natural. catap. ex fol. 
vitr. alb. 
Rep. 
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Rep. Hautft. anod. 
Hab. vin. rubr, 3viij. in die. 
31ft. Has been very unwell during the 
night. Pulfe eighty-four, and feeble. 
Tongue furred. Skin hot and dry. Much 
thirft. Has had incontinence of urine 
fince laft night. Complains that her right 
thigh and leg are benumbed. Is ftill una- 
ble to turn herfelf in bed. Has no fecre- 
tion of milk. No ftool fince delivery. Lo- 
chia moderate. 3 
— Cont. Hauft. anod. et cataplafma. 
Inj. in vagin. folut. vitriol. alb. 3iv. 
4ter in die. 3 
Cap. Pulv. antim. er. vill. 3tia qua. 
que hora. 
Habeat enem. dom. vefpere. 

Feb. 1ft. Has refted better. Pulfe eighty- 
four. Tongue lefs furred. Skin natural. 
Thirft abated. Could not be prevailed on 
to permit the exhibitionof the enema. Had 
_ Pill. lax. dom. gr. viii. which have not yet 
operated, Incontinence of urine continues. 


Is Can 
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‘Can lie in no other fituation than on the 
back. Complains much of forenefs of the 
parts. Lochia increafed in quantity. 
Omitt. Pulv. antim. 
Cont. remedia reliqua. 
2d. Much in the fame ftate as yefterday. 
Has had a ftool. Thigh and leg lefs be- 
numbed. 
Cont. remedia. 
Cap. Pulv. cort. peruv. 51. ter in die. 
3d. Continues in the fame ftate. Has 
had no ftool. 
Cap. ftat. magnef. alb. 31 
Cont. remedia. 
4th. Complains much of forenefs of the 
parts; but will not fubmit to be examin- 
~edeven by the midwife. Has had a ftool. 
In other refpects as yefterday. 
Omitt. Magnef. alb. 
Auget. Pulv. cort. peruv. ad 5 4ter 
in die. 
- Cont. remedia religq. 


sth. Has a flight excoriation on the ex- 


ternal ~ 
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ternal part of the bafe of the facrum. In 
other refpects much in the fame {tate as 
yefterday. 
Adplic. ad facri bafim, mane et 
ve{pere, pannus linteus madefactus 
{p. vin. rect. 
Cont. remedia reliqua. 
6th. Thinks herfelf better. Is able to 
turn herfelf in bed and to lie on her fide. 
Cont. remedia. 
ath. Had her bed made laft night. Con- 
tinues better. Retains her urine for fome- 
time. Cannot yet pafs it voluntarily. Lo- 
chia have difappeared. 
Cont. remedia, 
8th. Has kept her water during the 
night. Is betterin every refpect, 
Cont. remed. 
gth. Continues better. No longer con- 
{tant dribbling of water, Excoriation on 
facrum healed. | 
roth, Difmifed at her own defire in a 
{tate of convalefcence. 
Fo 2 REMARKS 
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REMARKS, 


As it may appear toa young practitioner, 
that in this cafe the ufe of inftruments 
was too long delayed; and that the difh- 
culties which occurred originated entirely 
from that caufe, it is neceflary to ftate ex- 
plicitly the circumftances by which the 
practice in this inftance was regulated. 

The Phyficians of the Hofpital have laid 
it down as an invariable rule, that inftru- 
mental delivery ought not to be had re- 
courfe to, unlefs fome urgent fymptoms 
take place. Now the only circumftance, 
which rendered expeditious delivery eli- 
gible fooner than it was attempted in this 
cafe, was the rifque that the long continued 
preflure would eventually deftroy the child. 
Accordingly this confideration would have 
induced the author. of thefe remarks to 
have attempted delivery four or five hours: 
before he did fo. But this practice could 


not be adopted, becaufe the external parts 
were 
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were very unyielding; and the head of 
the child feemed to occupy fo compleatly 
the whole cavity of the pelvis, as to ren- 
der the application of inftruments exceed- 
ingly dangerous. He was therefore under 
the neceflity of confulting the fafety of the 
mother alone. 

To thofe who are acquainted with the 
mode of action of the forceps, thefe reafons 
‘will appear very valid; for as that inftru- 
ment cannot be employed, without being 
made to act upon the parts of the woman, 
it is obvious, that there muft be great dan- 
ger, where the head of the child is in clofe 
contact with the fides of the paflage in 

which it is contained. A doctrine, of an 
-oppofite nature indeed, has prevailed much 
among practitioners ; for it has been gene- 
rally believed, that the forceps act upon no 
part of the woman, the whole power in 
moving the inftrument being exerted upon 
the locking parts of it. It is prefumed 
that two arguments overturn this opinion. 

. Firft, 
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Firft, that the locks are moved as well as 
the handles; whereas, did they ferve as 
the fulcrum to the inftrument, they ought 
to be fixed points. And fecondly, that 
the blades are moved from fide to fade ; 
and confequently, their moft converging 
points muft reft alternately upon the fides 


ofthe pelvis. ss 


At laft, however, fymptoms of danger 
having occurred, the forceps were applied ; 
but the {welling of the foft part lining the 
pelvis was fo great, thatit was found quite 
impoffible to accomplifh the extraction of 
the head. As no alternative then remain- 
ed, the bulk of the head was diminithed, 
after which every obftacle was overcome. 
Although this practice was not had recourfe 
to until the moft urgent circumftances 
feemed to render it neceflary, yet. there 
was every reafon to believe, that the long 
continued preffure had killed the child; 
and its appearance after death, proved that 
this had actually been the cafe. The re- 

covery 
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covery of the patient was rather flow, but 
this is to be attributed to her having been 
in bad health previous to delivery; as 
from her own account, fhe had not had 
the ufe of her lower extremities during the 
latter months of geftation. Her ftate of 
mind too being remarkably peevifh, feem- 
ed to retard her recovery very much. The 
incontinence of urine evidently proceeded 
from atony of the bladder, which is not an 


uncommon occurrence after laborious la- 
bours. 


Cas © It. 


JEAN SUTHERLAND, out-patient, aged 
twenty-five years, healthy, of a {mall fta- 
ture, but apparently well formed, became 
in labour on the 16th January 1794, at 
two. o'clock A.M. The prefentation of 
the child was natural. But the progrefs 
of labour was fo remarkably flow, al- 


though. 
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although the pains were frequent, that on 
the third day after its commencement, 
when the membranes burft, the head was 
found to be only an inch within the pelvis, 
the face being turned to the right facro-iliac 
fynchondrofis. 

She had been hitherto attended by a 
midwife; but as, about two hours before 
the rupture of the membranes, a {mart ri- 
gor had fupervened, and had occafionally 
recurred, extraordinary afliftance was now 
fent for, viz. at eight o'clock A. M,. of 
the roth. 

The patient was found in a room fo 
{mall as to be incapable of containing more 
than two perfons ata time, on the ground 
floor of a houfe fituated in the middle of a 
very crowded lane; and every thing about 
herfelf as well as in the apartment, was 
fhockingly dirty. Her abdomen was much 
diftended and very tenfe. Her pulfe one 


hundred andthirty. Her {kin hot, Tongue 
foul; 
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Foul; and the parts were very fore, and 
confiderably fwelled. | 

In this fituation fhe was prevailed upon 
to allow herfelf to be carried into the 
Hofpital ; into which fhe was brought at 
ten o'clock A.M. She then had an o- 
piate; V.S. was performed, and ixvi of 
blood drawn. At one o'clock P, M. the 
pains having become pretty ftrong, a cati- 
tious trial was made with Lowder’s le- 
ver, by which the head advanced about 
an inch; but after an hour, the. pains 
having remitted, that inftrument was 
laid afide. She feemed drowfy, and was 
allowed to fleep. 

At 5 o'clock P. M. the head was found 
to be about one third within the pelvis ; 
and as the pains had remitted entirely, 
the long forceps were introduced, and 
eafily, and properly applied, but the head 
could not be made to come forward in 
the fmalleft degree by any force which 
it was deemed juftifiable to employ. 


G As 
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As the pulfe was very quick, exceed- 
ing one hundred and fixty pulfations in 
the minute, the rigors had been frequent, 
and the patient feemed much exhaufted, 
recourfe was now had to the operation 
of embryulcia, by which the infant was 
eafily and fpeedily brought down. 

The child which was a male, weighed 
eight pounds twelve ounces, and meafur- 


ed twenty-two inches. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


Jan. 19th. Had an opiate before fhe 
was laid quiet. 

2oth, Has flept very well. Complains 
of pain in the abdominal region; this 
is aggravated by cough, to which fhe 
has been fubject for many years. Pulfe 
one hundred and thirty, and hard. Skin 
hot. Tongue parched. Confiderable thirft. 
Flas made water twice fince delivery. Has 
had no ftool. Lochial difcharge regular. 


Fiat 
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Fiat ftat. V.S. ad zvilj. vel 3x. 

Capt. Pulv. antim. gr.iv.3tia. q.q. h. 

Hab. h, s. tinct. opugtt. xl. 

Low diet. | 

21ft. Has flept well. Pain in the ab- 

domen is only felt when the cough oc- 
curs. Cough very troublefome. Feels a 
flight pain inthe head. Palfe ftrong, but 
very irregular, intermitting every three or 
- four pulfations. Skin hot and dry. Tongue 
lefs furred. Thirft abated. No _ {ftool. 
Lochialdifcharge natural. The blood which 
was drawn yefterday was only flichtly 
buffy. | | 

Cont. Pulv. antim. et hauft. anod, 

22d. Has refted well. Thinks herfelf 

much better. Pain in the head abated. 
That in the abdomen lefs frequent. Cough 
 ftilltroublefome. Pulfe as yefterday. Skin 
hot. Tongue flightly furred. Thirft trif- | 
fling. Has had two natural ftools fince de- 
livery. Lochial difcharge regular. 
| G 2 Cont, 
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Cont. remedia. 
23d. Has been difturbed once or twice 
during the night by a call to ftool. Since 
yefterday’s report has had five natural loofe 
{tools. Feels no pain whatever. Pulfe con- | 
tinues to intermit, but is firm. Cough 
lefs frequent. Tongue clean. Skin cool. 
Lochia regular. 
Omitt. Pulv. antim. 
Cont. Hautft. anod. 
24th. Has flept well. Diarrhoea abat- 
ed. Thinks herfelf quite well. Pulfe fill 
intermits. Appetite for food moderate. 
Cough continues in a trifling degree. 
There is a confiderable fetor from the 
parts. 
| Utat. aq. tepid. bis in die ad natur. 
lavand. 
Capt. Pulv. cort. peruv. 38 bis in die. 
25th. Pulfe ftill intermits, In other ref- 
pects convalefcent, 
| Cont. 
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Cont. rem. Full diet. 
26th. In every refpect as yefterday. 
27th. Pulfe regular, Is able to remain 
out of bed withont fatigue for fome hours 
a-day. 
Feb, 1{t. Difmiffed in perfect health. 


REMARKS, 


The preceding hiftory fhews clearly the 
influence of bad air on the procefs of par- 
turition. Although there certainly was 
fome deficiency of {pace about the brim of 
~ the pelvis, notwithftanding the patient 
being externally well formed; yet it is ex- 
ceedingly probable, that had fhe been in a 
well ventilated chamber from the begin- 
ning of labour fhe fhould have been deli- 
vered naturally. 

Having been unfortunately furrounded 
by the moft impure air, her {trength foon 
became exhautted, while the preffure of the 
child againft the brim of the pelvis indu- 
ced inflammation and {welling of the foft 

parts 
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parts lining that cavity, by which the natu- 


ral deficiency of {pace was greatly increafed. 


The ftate of her pulfe for fome time af- 
ter delivery was fingular and alarming. 
It feemed to depend on peculiarity of con- 
flitution. Neverthelefs, it demanded the_ 
moft active exertions of practice. Thefe 
were fuccefsful; for after the fifth day the 
progrefs of her convalefcence was remark- 


ably rapid. 


CoA Ss E> Tit 


Mrs, CUNNINGHAME, aged twenty- 
four years, very much deformed, having 
been ricketty from her youth, and being 
not above forty-one inches in height, be- 
came in labour early in the morning of 
Monday 29th Sept. During the whole of 
that day andof the fucceeding night fhe was 
attended by an experienced midwife, who 


reported 
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reported that the pains were pretty ftrong 
and frequent all that time. At ten o'clock 
A. M. of the 30th, extraordinary affiftance 
was fent for. At that time, it was found 
upon examination, that the os tince was fo 
much dilated that its aperture equalled in 
fize a crown piece, and that there was a ve- 
ry confiderable deficiency of fpace in the 
pelvis, in confequence of the projeGtion of 
the promontory of the facrum and inferior 
lumbar vertebra. Her pulfe was ninety- 
four, and firm, her tongue clean, her fkin 
foft and natural. Her belly not {welled 
nor painful. She had had a {tool the pre- 
ceding evening from the operation of an e- 
nema, and fhe felt no difficulty in making 
water. She had frequent fhort cough, 
which fhe faid was habitual. 

As the apartment in which fhe dwelt wa 
in a very unhealthy fituation, and was at 
the fame time very confined, fhe confented 
to go into the Lying-in-Hofpital, into 
which fhe was brought at two o'clock 

P.M 
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P.M. The pains continued pretty frequent 
during the day, and at 7 o’clock P. M. the 
membranes fpontaneoufly burft, and the 
liquor amnil was dif{charged. Advantage 
was taken of this circumftance to examine 
the ftate of the paffages with greater atten- 
tion than had formerly been done. The 
pelvis at the outlet did not deviate from 
the natural ftandard,; but atthe brim the 
fhort diameter was afcertained to be cer- 
tainly under three inches, by at leaft one 
fourth of aninch. There was more room 
at the brim on the right fide than on the 
lefe. The os tince appeared as much di- 
lated as the aperture of the pelvis could 
permit. The vertex of the child was for- 
- ced about an inch within the brim. 
Soon after the rupture of the mem- 
branes, the pains became very ftrong and 
frequent, and the pulfe full and hard’. Ve- 
nefection was then performed, and twelve 
ounces of. blood taken away. At ten 
o'clock P. M. an opiate was given. 

| During 
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During the night the pains did not re- 
cur fo frequently as in the evening, but 
were equally ftrong. In the intervals fhe 
flumbered much. 

At nine o'clock A. M. of OG. ift, the 
{calp of the child was found about two 
inches below the linea innominata; the 
patient’s ftrength was not impaired, and 
the pains were frequent and ftrong. The 
pulfe was a hundred and eight. 

Lowder’s lever was now applied over 
the occiput, and cautious attempts were 
made by drawing down during a pain. 
Thefe efforts feemed at firft to be effectual, 
for the fcalp was within lefs than three 
quarters of an hour felt to be half an 
inch lower than it had been previous to 
the application of the inftrument. But 
from this period no advantage accrued 
fromits ufe; for the head could not be 
made to advance a fingle point. The 
lever was therefore laid afide. 

During the forenoon, fhe had a con- 

ist {tant 
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fiant fucceflion of ftrong pains, with an in- 
terval of five or fix minutes between each. 
Thefe however produced no effect in pro- 
pelling the child ; for at four o’clock P. M. 
the head was found to be precifely in the 
fame fituation in which it was when the 
ufe of the lever was difcontinued. Altho’ 
fhe had had occafional vomiting fince the 
morning, and had taken very little food of 
any kind, fhe did not feem exhaufted. 
Her {pirits were pretty good, and her pulfe 
was firm though quick; fhe had little pain 
in the head, and no fuppreffion of urine. 
Throughout the afternoon, the pains 
continued very frequentand violent. She 
began to feel exceflive thirft, and to com- 
plain of pain in the head; and towards 
evening fhe became very clamorous for 
affiftance. | 
At eight o’clock P. M. fhe was examined 
with great care, and as it was found, that, 
notwithftanding. the violence of the 


pains, the head had not advanced in the 
{malleft 


~ 
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fmalleft degree for at leaft fourteen hours ; 
that her ftrength now began to fail; that 
her pulfe had become very frequent ; that 
fymptoms of danger threatened; that the 
lever could not be employed with advan- 
tage ; and that the forceps were inadmif- 
fible; it was deemed neceflary to proceed 
forthwith to the operation of embryulcia. 
Accordingly, at nine o'clock P. M. the 
perforator was with the ufual precautions 
introduced into the head at the vertex; a 
proper opening was made; the brain was 
freely difcharged, and a fmall portion of 
the occipital bone and the whole of the 
parietal bones were picked away. The 
tezuments having been then drawn over 
the ragged edges of the bones, the patient 
had an opiate and was allowed to lie 
quiet. | 
She had however a fhort ceflation of pain 
only, for through the night the labour 
threes recurred often. Towards morning 


the head’ began to advance very percep- 
tibly ; 
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tibly ; and at laft at half paft, eight o'clock 
A. M. of the 2d. inft. the child was com- 
pleatly expelled by the natural efforts. 
The placenta foon after followed. 
The child was a female, not of a very 
large fize, having weighed only fix pounds. 
It had almoft no marks of putrefaction 


on its body. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


Had an opiate before fhe was laid quiet. 
Vefpere. Slept foundly for feveral 
hours during the forenoon. Thinks herfelf 
quite well. ‘Took with relifh fome bread- 
berry with a little wine. Pulfea hundred 
and forty, and not ftrong. Tongue clean. 
Skin cool and moift. Has made water 
naturally twice fince delivery. Lochial 
difcharge in moderate quantity. 
Rep. Hauft. anod. 
3d. Has refted very ill during the night, 
in confequence of frequent troublefome 
cough. Complains of univerfal forenefs 
over 
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over the whole body. Pulfe a hundred — 
and forty, and rather fharp. Tongue clean, 
Skin natural. Has had no ftool fince deli- 
very. Lochial difcharge in moderate quan- 
tity. 

Low diet. 

Vefpere. Has been diftreffed through the 
day with the cough, Has taken twice half 
a pound of beef tea, and once a little bread- 
berry, with a {mall proportion of wine, 
Pulfe in the fame {tate as in the morning. 
- Rep. Hauft. anod. h. s. 

4th. Has flept very little, having been 
much difturbed with the cough. Hada 
{tool naturally this morning. Pulfe exact- 
lyas yefterday. ‘Tongue clean. Skin cool. 
Lochial difcharge pretty abundant. 

Vefpere. Has felt her breafts painful fince 
the afternoon commenced. They are fome- 
what fwelled and hard. In other refpects 
is in the fame ftate as in the morning. 

Rep. Hautt. anod. 

sth. Has refted pretty well during the 

night, 
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night, the cough having been lefs trouble- 
fome. Pain in the breafts much abated. 
Pulfe a hundred and twenty, and more 
natural. ‘Tongue clean. Skin cool. Thinks 
herfelf confiderably better. Has had no 
ftool, Lochial difcharge regular. 
Hab, vefp. enem. domeft. 
Rep. Hautft. anod. 
6th. Has flept pretty well. Had her 
bed and body linens fhifted laft night, and 
felt no fatigue in confequence of rifing. 
Pulfe as yefterday, Cough lefs trouble- 
fome. Hada ftool from the operation of 
the enema. Lochial difcharge natural. 
Full diet. 
Rep. hauft. anod. 
ath. Thinks herfelf much better to — 
day. Pulfe ninety-fix. All the functions 
natural. 
Omitt. hauft. anod. 
8th. Convalefcent in every refpect. 
gth. Convalefcent. Sat up yefterday for 
- feveral hours without any inconvenience. 
sth, Was 
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roth. Was difmiffed in perfect health, 


REMARKS, 


In cafes fuch as the above, two modes 
of practice have been recommended ; viz. 
either to open the head at the beginning of 
labour, or to wait patiently till it be prov- 
ed that the efforts of nature are inadequate 
to the expulfion of the child. In favour of 
the former of thefe, many plaufible argu- 
ments may be adduced. ‘Thus, it may 
be alleged, that while it is improbable, 
that the fhort diameter of the child’s 
head fhall be reduced below three inches, 
it is cruel to allow the patient to fuffer 
unavailing anguifh for feveral days; or 
unjuftifiable to hazard her life, when 
there is no reafonable profpect of faving 
the child. And befides, it muft be dif 
trefling to the practitioner to -undergo 
the fatigue and anxiety of a long attend- 
ance, Which may, with fo much eafe, be 
avoided, Whereas, on the other hand, by 


opening 
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opening the child’s head at the very begin- | 
ning of labqur, the patient’s fafety is fecu- 
red, and the practitioner’s fatigue avoid- 

ed. 3 | 
If, however, the moft inconteftible evi- 
dence can be produced, that children at 
the full time have been born alive, al- 
though the fhort diameter of the pelvis was 
certainly under three inches; and if it be 
allowed, that infants at the feventh month 
are {maller than thofe at the ordinary pe- 
riod, and are known to live to maturity ; 
then thefe arguments can have no influ- 
ence over any man of common humanity, 
or even honefty. Now, it is prefumed, that 
the former circumftance is clearly proved 
in Dr Hamilton’s Letters to Dr Ofborne; 
and the latter is univerfally acknowledged. 
It follows, therefore, as a confequence 
of thefe data, that the fecond mode of prac- 
tice, in cafes fuch as that under confide- 
ration ought always to be adopted; viz. 
that the practitioner fhould conftantly, 
wherever 
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wherever the pelvis falls under the ordi- 
nary ftandard, provided its dimenfions be 
not below two inches inthe fhort dia- 
meter, #et wait patiently till he be abfolute- 
ly convinced that the child cannot be ex- 
cluded alive by the efforts neither of nature 
nor of art. 

As Lowder’s lever adds to the wis a ter- 
o, without injury to the mother, it is the 
only inftrument that can with fafety be 
employed with this view in fuch cafes. 
Its ufe fhould be continued as long as 
fhall be required to afcertain whether it 
' have any power. 

Two important advantages refult from 
this mode of practice. Fuirft, the certain- 
ty of never deftroying life unneceflarily ; 
“and fecondly, the probability, that if the 
child muft unavoidably be extracted piece- 
meal, its death fhall have happened pre- 
vious to the ufe of deftrutive inftru- 
ments, in confequence of the long conti~ 
nued preflure. 


I The 


/ 
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The opportunities which now and then 
occur of faving life, by adopting this rule, 
amply compenfate to the man of huma- 
nity the many hours of fatiguing and an- 
xious attendance, which every pra¢tition- 
er of midwifery muft neceflarily fpend. 
It peculiarly affects his mind, at the period 
of life when former tranfactions are invo- 
luntarily reviewed. It imparts a fenfation 
which cannot be expreffled. It raifes man 
above his own nature. 

Far different muft be the feelings of that 
man, on whofe recollection the confciouf- 
nefs of having unneceflarily, and hence, 
wantonly and cruelly, deftroyed life, per- 
petually obtrudes itfelf, 


Although, in the particular cafe under 
confideration, the author of thefe remarks 
was convinced that he had- not waited too 
long, he fhould have been much alarmed, 


for the firft four days after delivery, for 


the fafety of the patient, from the great 


quicknefs of her pulle, had not the fame 
circumftance 
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circumftance occurred in the cafe of Su- 
therland, mentioned in the preceding hif- 
tory. The very rapid progrefs of Cuning- 
ham’s convalefcence, fhews that affittance 


was not too long delayed. 


Ue Ss bE 


Mary NEILSon, out-patient, aged twen- 
ty years, of a {mall ftature, but apparently 
healthy and well formed, became in labour 
on the evening of Tuefday, December 2d, 
1794. ‘The prefentation of the child was 
natural. The dilatation of the os tince pro- 
ceded flowly, although the pains were pret- 
ty frequent. 

On the evening of Thurfday the 4th, 
the membranes fpontaneoufly gave way, 
and the liquor amnii was difcharged. 
Notwithftanding the pains being fre- 
quent and apparently ftrong from this pe- 
riod, the progrefs of the labour was fo flow, 

3 that 
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that at feven o'clock P. M. of the 6th, 
when extraordinary affiftance* was fent 
for, the head was found to have advanced 
only about one third within the pelvis. 
The patient at that time appeared to. be 
much exhaufted, her pulfe was a hun- 
dred and ten, and feeble; her tongue 
foul; her abdomen greatly diftended ; and 
her urine had been fuppreffed for twelve 
hours. ‘The parts were {welled, exceeding- 
ly fore, and very much contracted. The 
pains were trifling. 

Notwithftanding all thefe unfavourable 
fymptoms, the patient was fo very unma- 
nageable, that fhe would not confent to 
permit the employment of any means for 
her delivery ; and therefore it became ne- 
ceflary to give an opiate, and to wait for 
an opportunity of interfering. 

| In 
* Mr Jones, of Cley in Norfolk, at prefent annual 


pupil to the Profeflor cf Midwifery, had the charge of 


the cafe from this period. 
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In confequence of the opiate, the pains 
were fufpended for feveral hours; but at 
one o'clock A. M. of the 7th they return- 
ed, and continued frequent ; though they 
produced no effect whatever in propelling 
the child. 

On confidering every circumftance of 
emer Gale. >it feemed now abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to have recourfe to the operation of 
embryulcia: for the ftrength of the woman 
was quite impaired; her pulfe was exceed- 
ingly quick, irregular and feeble; her 
urine had been fupprefled for nearly twen- 
ty hours; the child had been in the paflage 
for above forty-eight hours ; and the {wel- 
ling of the parts within the pelvis appear- 
ed to be increafing with rapidity. Befides, 
from the moft accurate examination, there 
feemed reafon to believe, that. the {pinous 
procefies of the tuberofities of the ichia 
approximated to each other more than 
ufual. 

Worn out with the long continued ago- 


ny fhe had fuffered, and diftrefled with the 


palt 


| 


# 


- 
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pain fhe actually felt; fhe at laft confented 
to the interference of art. Accordingly, 
at four o'clock A. M. the perforator was _ 
introduced into the cranium, and a fufh- 
ciently large opening was made, by which 
the brain was freely evacuated, and then 
the crotchet was employed, as the urgent 
fymptoms plainly indicated the abfolute 
neceflity of fpeedy delivery. With great 
difficulty the child was extracted at half 
paft feven o'clock A.M. 

After delivery, a quantity of urine was 
difcharged, and flight hemorrhagy took 
place. As the placenta could not be ex- 
tracted by the ordinary means, the hand 
was neceflarily introduced for that purpofe, 
and it was with confiderable trouble at laft 
brought off. It adhered very ftrongly, in 
confequence of induration, and, as it was 
found, of offification in many parts. 

The child, which was a male, was not 


weighed, but was of a large fize. 


AP TER 
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AFTER TREATMENT. 


Dec. 7th. Six o'clock P.M. Has flept 
- for fome hours, and feels herfelf now pret- 
ty eafy. Has not made water fince im- 
mediately after delivery. Bladder feems 
confiderably diftended. Pulfe a hun- 
dred and four. Tongue foul. Skin cool, 
Lochial difcharge in moderate quantity. 

Fov. natural. aq. tepid. flat. 

Cap. h. {. tinct. opii gtt. xxx. 

Low diet. 

Sth. Has flept well during the night. 
Has made water twice fince the fomenta- 
tions. Complains of frequent cough, which 
often forces off a little urine. Pulfe eigh- 
ty-four. Tongue foul. Much thirft. Skin 
cool, Lochial difcharge natural. 

' Bibt. Deco. Hord, ad libit. 
Vefpere. Cough has been very trouble- 
fome all day. Although a good deal of u- 
rine was thereby expelled involuntarily, 
fhe has twice made water naturally, Pulfe 


a 
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a hundred and four. Still feels confide- 
rable thirft. 
Rep. Tina. opii h, s. 

gth. Has had fome hours fleep. Pafled 
during the night a quantity of blood with 
coagula. Cough lefs troublefome. Com- 
plains much of pain in the hip and left 
thigh. Pulfe a hundred, and {fmall. 
Tongue foul. Skin hot and dry. Makes 
water naturally, and now palifes none 1n- 
voluntarily.. Has had no ftool. Lochial 
difcharge regular. 

Inj. enem. dom. ftat. 

Vefpere. The enema operated well. Still 
complains of pain. The abdomen is fore 
to the touch, Has an eryfipelatous erup- 
tion about her mouth. Pulfe a hun- 
dred, and rather full. Tongue lefs \foul. 
Skin not fo hot. 

Rep. Tinct. h, s. 

roth. Has flept tolerably well during the 

night. Complains of pains over the whole 


belly. Feels no longer any uneafinefs in 
the 
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the hip or thigh. Pulfe a Handred, and 
fmall. Tongue rather foul, but moift. 
Thirft (till confiderable. Lochial difcharge 
regular. No fymptoms of the acceffion 
of milk to the mammz. 
Capt. ftat. Tinct. opii gtt. xv. 
Fov. abdom. per femi-horam. 
Vefpere. Pains were alleviated for fome- 
time after the ufe of the opiate and fomen- 
tations, but have recurred within thefe 
twohours. Pulfe ninety, and full. Tongue 
moift. Skin hot and dry. Had a ftool 
naturally. 
Rep. foment. abdom. 
Rep, Tint. opii gtt. xxx. 
11th. Has flept well. State of the pulfe, 
tongue, and fkin, natural. Complains of 
‘pains in the belly. Thefe are not aggra- 
vated by preflure. 
Hab. Enem. domett. ftat: 
Vefpere. Enema operated well, and pro- 
_ cured the expulfion of a confiderable quan- 
tity of urine. Pains in the belly have not 
Kk Bees 
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ceafed. In other refpects as in the morn- 
ing. 
Rep. Tinct. opii gtt. xxxv. | 
12th. Was much diftrefled during the 
night with pains in the belly, which pre- 
vented her from fleep. Pulfe regular. 
Tongue clean. Skin moift. lLochial dif- 
charge natural. 
Cap. ftat. Tinct. opii ett. xxx. 
Vefpere. Feels quite relieved from pain. — 
Rep. Tinct. opi gett. xxx. 
13th. Convalefcent. 
Omitt. Tinct. opir 
14th. Has been troubled during the 
night with diarrhoea, tenefmus, and pain in 
the belly. Pulfe regular. ‘Tongue clean. 
Skin moift. Lochial difcharge regular. 
Cap. ftat. Ting. opii gtt. xxx. 
Inj. vefp. fi opus erit Enem. ex mu- 
cil. amyli cum tinct. opii ett. Ixx. 
25th. Diarrhoea ceafed yefterday after- 
noon, but has returned this morning, ac- 
companied with gripes, tenefmus, and 


retchings 
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“retchings to vomit, Pulfe quick and 
fmall, Tonguefoul. Skin natural. Has 
great thirft. Lochial difcharge regular. 

Cap. ftat. pulv. ipecac. gr. XV. 

Bib. alternis vicibus per diem poft 
emet. operationem, Jus .e carne 
bovin. (vernacule beef-tea vocat.) 
et decoct. hord. 

' Vefpere. Feels herfelf confiderably re- 
lieved, but the diarrhoea ftill continues. — 

Cap. Pot. cretac. 71). cum Tinct. opit 
ett. xX 3tla q.q. hora 

Inj. Enem, ex mucil. amyl. 

16th. Slept pretty well during the 
night. Has had no ftool this morning, 
and complains only of weaknefs. State 
of the pulfe, tongue, and fkin, natural. 
Lochial difcharge regular. — | 
Cont. pot. cretac. fine tinct, opii. 
Omitt. enem —Cont. religq. 
17th. Convalefcent. 
Cont. remedia. 


18th. Hada flight return of the diar- 


rhoea 
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rheea yefterday afternoon, but feels herfelf 
quite well to day. | 

19th. Left ina flate of progreffive con- 
valefcence. | 


REMARKS. 


In cafes where fymptoms indicating dan- 
ger occur, while the head of thechildis only 
one third within the brim of the pelvis, it - 
ought to be obferved as a general rule, to 
attempt the delivery with Lowder’s lever, 
or the long forceps, before recourfe be had 
to deftrnAtiveinftruments. The preceding 
cafe, however, affords an inftance of an 
exception to that rule; for:from the great 
fwelling of the foft parts, both external 
and internal, and from the fuppreffion of 
urine, the introduction of either lever or 
forceps was totally inadmiflible. The ex- 
haufted ftate of the patient, too, at the time 
that delivery was undertaken, rendered it 
neceflary to depart from another general 
rule, viz. that of waiting for fome hours 


after 


a” 
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after the firft part of the operation before 
the extraction be begun. 


The offification of the placenta is an un- 
common circumftance; yet this is the fe- 
cond inftance of it which has occurred in 
the practice of the Hofpital within thefe 
four months. The fact is valuable, both 
ina practical and a phyfiological point of 
view. It is in the former refpect only that 
itis to be regarded in this work. 

In both inftances, the points of oflifica- 
tion were very minute. They appeared in 
patches both on the furface of the placen- 
ta, next the mother, and onthat next the 
child, and throughout the internal fub- 
ftance. Onthe former furface they felt 
rough when touched with the finger ; and 
when examined by a magnifying glafs 
they did not appear covered with ary mem- 
brane. Inthe latter they were placed un- 
der the chorion, A great part of the pla- 

centary 
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centary mafs was indurated like a ftrong 
flefhy fubitance. 

Induration of the placenta is by no 
means a rare occurrence, Ten cafes of 
that kind fell under the management of 
the author of thefe remarks -within the 
{pace of one year*. The placente in fuch 
cafes have been commonly ftyled {cir- 
rhous; but it always appeared to the author, 
that the morbid change under confidera- 
tion proceeded from an approach towards 
offification. He has now obtained pretty 


clear evidence in fupport of his opinion. 


The induration of the placenta is always 
produétive of confiderable danger to the 
mother; though it feems to have little ef- 
fe€t upon the child, as the children born in 

fuch 


* One of thefe cafes was under the charge of Mr 
Helfham of Norfolk, then and prefently annual Pupil to 
the Profeflor of Midwifery. The patient owed her life 


to his great and unremiitted attention. 
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fuch cafes are generally ftout and well 
formed. The danger arifes from two four- 
ces, viz. hemorrhagy, and retention of the 
placentary mafs. 

As there mult be an unufual refiftance 
to the contraction of the uterine fibres, at 
that part to which the indurated portions 
are attached, increafed action is excited in 
them ; and hence the foft yielding portions 

are feparated fooner than ufual. Thus the 
hemorrhagy is produced. On the other 
hand the cellular, as well as the vafcular 
part being indurated, the adhefion of the 
difeafed parts tothe uterus muft be in ma- 
ny cafes fo great, that neither the natural 
action of that organ, nor even the afliftance 
of art can accomplith the feparation. 

That confiderable danger refults from 
uterine hemorrhagy, during labour and 
after delivery, 1s almoft univerfally ac- 
knowledged ; but the bad confequences of — 
retained placenta have not been fo general- 
lyadmitted. Experience, however, proves, 


that 
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that the moft fatal effects arife from that 
caufe: And the leaft reflection muft, to 
a perfon acquainted with the ftructure of 
the gravid uterus, -point out very fully the 
circumftances on which the danger de- 
pends. The retained placenta ceafing to 
poffefs life, becomes a putrid mafs, while 
the lymphatics of the uterus being at that 
period remarkably large, convey very ra- 
pidly the putrid matter into the general 
fyftem. By this the moft dangerous fever 
is occafioned ; the patient often dying with- 
in feven or eight days after delivery *. 
Such being the confequences of the in- 
duration of the placenta, it behoves prac- 
titioners to endeavour by the feafonable 


interpofition of art to obviate them. 
ies 


* Dr Clarke of London has, in his Pra€tical Effays, 
page 98, noticed this confequence of the retention of the 
placenta; and has mentioned what has been repeatedly 
obferved by the author of thefe remarks, that the life 
of the patient under fuch circumftances, is fometimes 


protracted for a fortnight or three weeks after delivery: 
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It would be a fortunate circumftance, if 
the caufe of the morbid {tate could be af- 
certained; but this, it is apprehended, can- 
not be done. It might indeed be alleged, 
with a confiderable degree of plaufibility, 
that,it originates from previous inflamma- 
tion: for it is well known, that the lungs, 
which the placenta refembles very much 
in {tructure, frequently become indura- 
ted after having beeninflamed. But when 
the changes produced in thofe two organs 
are attentively confidered, it will be found, 
that they are very different: for-the fub- 
{tance of the lungs when indurated is like 
that of the liver; whereas the indurated 
placenta has a fibrous flefhy texture. 

It appears, therefore, to be in the power 
of the practitioner only to counteraét the 
effects of the ftate under confideration, and | 


not to prevent its taking place. 


Induration of the placenta may be fuf- 
pected, if Uterine Hemorrhagy occur 
} L during 
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during labour, while the fituation of the 
fecundines does not appear to be unufual, 
and while the patient had not been expof- 
ed to any accident which could occafion 
the partial feparation of any of thofe parts. 
This is more clearly indicated, if after de- 
livery, mnotwithftanding the occurrence 
of uterine pains, the umbilical cord is not 
lengthened, and occafional hemorrhagy, 
more efpecially preceding every pain, takes 
place. The introduétion of the hand into 
the uterus removes all doubt. 

As from thefe obfervations it muft ap- 
pear evidently, that nature is not always 
adequate to the expulfion of the after-birth, 
while at the fame time its retention is at- 
tended with great danger; it feems only ne- 
ceflary to {tate the means to be employed 
for the extraction of that body. 

By molt prachitioners, who acknowledge 
theneceflity of removing the fecundines foon 
after delivery, (for on this fubject un- 

| fortunately 
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fortunately all practitioners do not agree,) 
it has been very generally believed, that un- 
lefs every portion be removed, the fame 
danger muft happen, as if the whole were 
retained. But this doctrine leads to the 
moft improper practice ; for, in fome cafes, 
the fubftance of the placenta is fo much 
blended with the uterus, that it cannot be 
_feparated, even in the dead body, without 
laceration of that organ. 

The practice, therefore, fuggefted by rea- 
fon evidently is, to to remove all that is 
yielding, and to truft the reft to nature, 
By this means uterine hemorrhagy is 
guarded againft; for the parietes of the 
uterus are allowed to come every where 
into clofe contaét, and the greateft part of 
the placentary mafs, (the part which muft 
have firft become putrid) is removed. 

The extraction of thefe portions is to be 


made by prefling them from the edges to- 


hha 


wards the middle of the cake, and not byin- 
fisuating the fingers between them and the 


uterus: for, by the former practice, while 
SI 
TI. 9 ean faa 


eet 
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the natural procefs is imitated, no injury 
can be done to the patient, whereas ; by the 
latter, inflammation of the womb will be 


very readily induced. 


DeKaP TO 
ee ee ee 


PRETERNATURAL LABOURS. 


GAs real: 


OaNn PiccarD, aged twenty years, heal- 
thy and well-formed, became in la- 
bour on the 12th of February 1794, at 
midnight. ‘The child was difcovered to 
prefent by the feet. The progrefs of the 
labour was fo flow, that the os tines: was 
not fully dilated till about eight hours after 
the fpontaneous rupture of the membranes. 
At that time, viz. at nine o'clock P.M. 
of the 13th of February, the feet being in 


the vagina were brought down, the belly. 
| was 
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was turned towards the left facro-iliac 
fynchondrofis ; and although there were 
no pains, the body and arms were ealily 
delivered; but the head, notwithftanding 
every effort, could not be difengaged for 
feveral minutes, The child was ftill-born ; 
its whole body was quite flabby. The 
placenta was extracted by art, having been 
retained by atony of the uterus. 

The child (a female) weighed feven 
pounds fix ounces, and meafured twenty- 


two inches, 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


13th. Had an opiate, and was laid quiet. 
Although from the appearance of the 
child, there was every reafon to believe 
that it had been dead for fome time, the 
proper attempts were made to reftore ful 
pended animation. For this purpofe, the 
body was put into warm water, and the 
| lungs were repeatedly filled with air by 
means of a bag of elaftic gum. After 
fome 
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_ fome time it was removed from the water, 
‘and carefully rubbed with warm flannel, 
and the’ lungs were again repeatedly in- 
flated, but all efforts proved in vain. 

14th. Has flept well. Complains of no 
pain whatever. Pulfe feventy-two. Tongue 
clean. ‘Skin cool. Has made water, and 
has had a {tool fince delivery. Lochial 
difcharge regular. 

Ordinary diet. 

15th. Has flept well. Pulfe regular. 
Tongue white, but has no thirft. Appe- 
tite for food moderate. Belly open. Lo- 
chia natural. | | 

16th. All the functions natural, fat up 
for an hour laft night, and fuffered no fa- | 
tiguein confequence. Complains much of 
pain in. her breafts, which are greatly dif- 
tended with milk, 

Breafts to be drawn in the evening. 

17th. Feels well in every refpet; fuf 
fers no longer any uneafinefs from the ftate 
of the breafts, though they were not drawn 

yelterday, 
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yefterday as the pain abated before even- 
ing. 

18th. All the functions natural. In every 
refpeét convalefcent. 

roth. Continues convalefcent. 

25th. Has continued quite well fince. 
laft report. 

27th. The patient in perfect health, 
was difmifled. 


REMARKS, 


Itis a curious circumftance, that the beft 
mode of delivery, in footling cafes, has not 
yet been explicitly pointed out by any au- 
thor. This muft appear furprifing, when 
it is confidered that fuch prefentations fre- 
quently occur ; that the life of the child de- 
pends upon the practice adopted ; and that 
the management of every preternatural la- 
bour mutt be influenced by the rules ap- 
plicable to footling cafes. 

When the feet prefent, the infant’s fitua- 
tion relatively to the mother mutt be with 


1S 
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its belly placed towards her back, her belly, 
her fide, or fome intermediate point. The 
former of thefe pofitions has been generally 
confidered to be the moft favourable, and 
the latter the reverfe. But alittle reflexion 
muft convince every practitioner, that the 
infant occupies the leaft poffible fpace when 
its belly is towards the fide of the mother ; 
or to fpeak more accurately, towards the 
facro-iliac fynchondrofis: for then thelargeft 
part of its body is within the largeft dia- 
meter of the pelvis at the brim *, while in 
its progrefs through the pelvis the breech is 

not 


* The difference between the diameter of the pelvis 
at the brim, in the fkeleton and in the living fubjed, is 
not generally known. In the former the longeft diame- 
ter is a line cuttin g at right angles the center of that be-~ 
tween the facrum and pubis ; but in the latter, the bel-’ 
lies of the pfoz mufcles being lodged within the hollow 
formed by the moft converging points of the linea inno- 
minata at the fides, that diameter is rendered about 
half an mch fhorter than the oblique one, or that ex- 
tending from the facro-iliac fynchondrofis to the top of 


the acetabulum. 
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not forced through the fhorteft diameter at 
the outlet, viz. that between the tuberofi- 
ties of the ifchia*. 

In évery cafe therefore where the feet are 
brought down, the toes fhould in the pro- 
cefs of extraction be turned into fuch a po- 
fition, that the belly, the breaft, and the 
face fhall be made to-pafs in fucceffion a- 
long the neareft facro-iliac fynchondrolis. 
After the arms are difengaged, the face can 
be readily turned into the hollow of the 


facrum, 


Gas 8-1 


ELizaBetTH Hoce, out-patient, aged 
thirty. years, very robult, apparently heal- . 
thy, and well-formed, after having been 
matried for four months, thought herfelf 

M to 


* ‘The mechanifm of fuch cafes is clearly explained 
in an.inaugural differtation publithed at Edinburgh in 


1794, by Dr De Coutto. Vide page 97, et feq. 
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to be pregnant, about the middle of July 
1793. Previous to that event fhe had al- 
ways enjoyed uninterrupted good ‘health; 
but from the time fhe became certain of be- 
ing pregnant, fhe was often troubled with 
ficknefs and vomiting, attended with lofs 
of appetite. 

From the middle of November, till the 
middle of March following, the vomiting 
was very frequent and fevere, and fome- 
times among the matter vomited a {mall 
quantity of blood was obferved. 

She applied for no medical affiftance till 
the 6th of March 1794. Opiates and occa- 
fional glyfters, to keep the bowels empty, 
‘were then prefcribed with apparent good 
effect. 

But-in the evening of March 16th, fhe 
had a return of vomiting, fucceeded by a 
fit, which feemed as far as the accounts of 
the attendants could be credited, to have 
been an epileptic paroxyfm. After that 
fhe became delirious, and at midnight was 

ees obferved 
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obferved to be in labour. Within two 
hours after, the membranes fpontaneoully 
gave way, but.afliftance was not fent for 
till fix o’clock A. M. of the 17th. It was _ 
then found that the child prefented by the 
feet. 

The delivery was accomplifhed with 
great facility ; for as the child was prema- 
ture, and in a putrid ftate, no refiftance 
to the extraétion was occafioned. The 


placenta followed naturally the extraction 


of the child. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


i7th. When delivered, fhe was in a 
{tate of delirium. Her pulfe was very 
indiftinct, and the pupils of her eyes were 
much dilated. | : 

A little wine and water was ordered, 
but it could not be fwallowed. 

About two hours after delivery fhe 
full continued. delirious. No pulfe could 

M 2 be 
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be felt, and a clammy fweat appeared over 
the whole furface of the body. 
Soon after this fhe became comatofe, 


and at four o'clock P. M, fhe expired. 


Appearances on Diffection. 

The body was opened twenty-four 
hours after death. 

ABDOMEN. ‘The abdominal mufcles 
were covered with a large quantity of fat. 
The omentum and inteftinal canal were 
quite found. The ftomach was much 
diftended with air, On its internal fur- 
face, near the cardia, a number of brown 
{pots appeared, which feemed to proceed | 
from the rupture of {mall blood-veilels. 
The uterus was fo much contracted, that 
its parietes were in clofe contact. In the 
left ovarium, the veftige of a corpus lu- 
teum was perceived, but it was very in- 
diftinet..etThe sparietes. of the-uterus; ex. - 
ceeded two inches in thicknefs; no blood 
flowed when they were cut through. 


The 
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The internal furface of the uterus was in 
the natural ftate. All the other contents 
of the abdomen were quite found, 

THorax. The lungs, heart, &c. were 
very found. 


Heap. Not opened. 
REMARKS. 


The cafe of this patient apparently af 
fords an inftance, where the caufe of 
death did not feem to depend on derange- 
ment of ftructure; but this conclufion is 


doubtful, fince the head was not opened. 


The hufband was fufpected by the fe- 
male attendants to have a fyphilitic taint; 
but no marks of it were obferved on the 
patient. The body of the child, however, 
exhibited the ufual appearances which oc- 
cur where the foetus is deftroyed by Sy- 
philis, viz. putridity, along with livid 
blotches over the whole body. 

Speculative obfervers have denied the 


poflibility 
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poflibility of the foetus in utero being in- 
feted by the venereal virus, while the 
mother is quite free from the fymptoms 
which denote the prefence of that poifon. 
But however difficult it may be to account 
for the phenomenon, the fact is proved by 
daily experience. 

Dr Alexander Hamilton mentioned a- 
bout twenty years ago in his lectures, as 
the refult of his practical obfervation, that 
wherever ‘women produce repeatedly chil- 
dren who had apparently died about the 
fifth, fixth, or feventh month of geftation, 
a fyphilitic taint in the hufband ought to 
be fufpected, although the wife fhall have 
never had any fymptom of the difeafe, 
since that time innumerable cafes have 
occurred, which have eftablifhed complete- 
ly, the truth of this obfervation, 

Mr Benjamin Bell has been alfo led by 
experience to adopt the fame opinion *. 

| ORDER 


* See his valuable Treatife on Lues Venerea, vol. il. 


p- 416. et feq. 
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PS SORES VETERE TOTES 


ee ee eS ee 


GRD EK “ir 


Gase-k 


HrIsTIAN ANDERSON, out-patient, 
aged twenty-four years, healthy, and 
apparently well-formed, became in Jabour 
at nine o'clock A. M. of 3d july 1794, and 
at fix o'clock P. M. of the fame day, the 
liquor amnii was difcharged. She was at 
that time attended by an experienced mid- 
wife. | 

As it was found that the arm of the child 
prefented, extraordinary afliftance was fent 
for at five o'clock P. M. of the fourth. 

The right arm, confiderably fwelled, 
was felt protruded without the vagina; the 
belly of the child, it was afcertained, was 
placed towards that of the mother, and 

the 
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the uterus was rigidly contratted. Slight 
pains occurred from time to time. The 
patient's pulfe was good, and her ftrength 
unimpaired. 

Eichty drops of tinct. opil were imme- 
diately given; and at feven o’clock P.M. 
the pains having ceafed entirely, and the 
woman having become drowfy, the ope- 
ration of turning was begun. For this 
purpofe the right hand was cautiouily in- 
finuated into the uterus, one foot of the 
child was taken hold of, brought into the 
vagina, and fecured there by means of a 
ligature; after which the former prefent- 


ine part was gradually forced back, and. 
then the belly, the breaft, and the face, 
were brought in fucceflion along the left 
facro-iliac fynchondrofis, ‘The head: was 
very eafily difengaged ; and the whole pro- 
cefs of delivery was finifhed about half paft 
eight o'clock P. M. the placenta having 
been thrown off by the natural efforts, a 


few 
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few minutes after the extraction of the 
child. | | 

The infant (a male), hadin feveral parts 
the cuticle peeling off; fo that it had pro- 
bably been dead for fome time. It was of 


a large fize. 
. AFTER TREATMENT. 


July sth. Has flept well. Complains 
of flight after-pains. Has made water re- 
peatedly fincedelivery. State of the pulfe, 
tongue, and fkin, natural. No ftool. Lo- 
chia regular. : 

Cap. h. s. Tinét. opii gett. xl. 
Low diet. 

6th. After-pains have ceafed. Feels 
herfelf univerfally fore, and is diftrefled 
with headach. Pulfe regular. Tongue | 
rather furred. Skin natural. No ftool. 
Lochial difcharge moderate. 

Omitt. Hauft. anod. 
Hab. Enem. dom. vefp. nifi prius 
alv. folv. 


N 7th. 
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“th. Has had a good night’s reft. E- 
nema operated well. State of the pulfe, 
_ tongue, fkin, and lochial difcharge, natu- 
ral. 

8th. Convalefcent. Appetite for food 
is pretty keen. 

- Ordinary diet. : 
roth. Has continued fince laft report in 
a ftate of progreflive convalefcence, and is 


aow in perfect health. 


GAS eo Ie 


Mrs M‘InrosH, out-patient, aged 
twenty-two years, healthy and well-form- 
ed, became in labour the 14th Auguft 
1794, at four o'clock P, M. 

The pains were trifling and irregular till 
about feven o'clock A. M. of the 15th, 
when the liquor amnu was fpontaneoufly 
difcharged ; foon after which they became 
frequent and ftrong. During this time the 


patient 
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om 


patient was attended by a midwife, who 
having difcovered that the arm of the child 
prefented ; and having found, that notwith- 
ftanding the frequency and force of the 
pains, no favourable alteration whatever 
took place, fent for extraordinary afliftance 
at ten o’clock P. M. of the fame day. 

On examination, the child was felt to 
prefent by the right arm, and to have its 
belly placed towards that of the mother ; 
in which fituation it was firmly fixed, the 
uterus being rigidly and ftrongly contract- 
ed. The uterine pains were pretty fre- 
quent. An opiate, oie tinct, opii gtt. 
Ixxx.) was given. 

At half patt midnight, the patient ha- 
ving become drowfy, the operation of 
turning was begun. Both feet of the child 
were taken hold of, and the belly having 
been turned to the left facro-iliac fynchon- 
drofis, the delivery was accomplifhed * at 

two o'clock A. M. of the 16th. The pla- 


N 2  eenta 


* By Mr Shuttleworth. 
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centa was within half an hour after this 
expelled naturally. 

The child (a male) was of a pretty large 
fize, and was well formed. - It was ftill- 
born, and in feveral places had the cuticle 


peeling off. It had however no {mell. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


16th. Was laid quiet, without any opiate 
in addition to what fhe had taken previous 
to delivery. . 

Vefpere. “as had feveral hours fleep. 
Complains of headach and thirft. Pulfe 
a hundred and eight. Skin hot. Tongue 
furred. Has made water repeatedly fince 
delivery. Lochial difcharge in moderate 
quantity. 

Bib.: Decoct. hord. ad libit. 
Low diet. 

i7th. Has flept well. Headach much 
abated. Thirft lefs confiderable.. Pulfe 
ninety-fix, Skincool, Tongue alittle fur- 
red, Complains of forenefs about the parts. 

Has 
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Has had no ftool fince two days before de- 
livery. Lochial difcharge regular. 
Hab. tinct. opii gtt. xxx. h. s. 
Inung. genital. cum axung. porc. 
Cap. cras mane, nifi prius alv. folv. 
Ol. ricini 31. 
18th. Has flept well. Headach entire- 
ly gone. Feels lefs forenefs than yefter- 
day. Had a flool this morning, in confe- 
quence of having taken the ol. ricimi. 
Breafts are diftended with milk, and are 
painful. Lochial difcharge regular. 
Omitt. Hauft. anod. 
roth, Feels herfelf better in every re- 
{fpect. Had her bed and body linens fhif- 
ted laft night, and fuffered no fatigue in 
confequence of rifing. State of the pulfe, 
tongue, and {kin, natural. Breafts lefs 
painful. Lochial difcharge diminifhed. 
2oth. Convalefcent in every refpect. Has 
“had no ftool-for thefe two days. 
Cap. h.s. Pil. lax. No. ij. 
26th. Was left in perfect health. 


REMARKS 
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REMARKS ON THE TWO PRECEDING 
CASES. 


In thefe cates the pofition of the child 
was the fame, and the patients had been in 
labour for nearly an equal {pace of time. 


In both, the utility of opium, in remov- 
ing the {pafmodic ftricture of the uterus, is 
clearly evinced; while the natural expul- 
fion of the placenta, foon after the extrac- 
tion of the child, proves very decidedly 
that no injurious relaxation of that organ 
was produced. | 

This fact is of much practical impor- 


tance; for an opinion has been adopted by 


fome, that opiates impair for a time the 
mufcular power of the uterus, fo much as 


to render hemorrhagy after, delivery al- 


moft inevitable. Now, as hemorrhagy un- 


der thefe circumftances is often very ra- 
pidly fatal, every practitioner naturally 
dreads the occurrence: hence, were the o- 

pinion 
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pinion alluded to generally received, the 
operation of turning would be attempted 
without the previous exhibition of opium ; 
the confequence of fuch practice would 
frequently be laceration of the uterus; an 
accident which has happened very often 
from thiscaufe. Muchexperience, however, 
has convinced the author of thefe remarks, 
that opium never occafions thofe injurious 


effecis. 


In the firft cafe, one foot of the child 
only was taken hold of. Some authors, 
particularly, Puzos, advife this practice 
from choice; but as two feet give a better 
command of the child than a fingle one, 
they ought always, if within reach, to be 
both brought down. This however is not fo 
abfolutely neceflary, as to render it juftif- 
able to put the patients to much pain, and 
confequently, to induce danger by the at- 
tempt ; for, in the hands of a cautious o- 
perator, the extraction may be fafely made 

by 


Se 
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by one foot. It fhould therefore be ob- 
ferved as a general rule, to take hold of 
both feet if it can be eafily and readily 
done; but if not, to reft contented with that 
which is within reach. 


GaseE IU, 


Mrs STkEL, out-patient, aged forty- 
three years, healthy and well-formed, be- 
came in labour on the 13th of Auguft 
1794, at five o'clock A. M. The mem- 
branes, according to report, fpontaneoufly 
gave way foon after the commencement of 
labour, and the liquor amnu was difcharg- 
ed, . 

During the period between the begin- 
ning of labour and the afternoon of Auguft 
the 18th, when extraordinary affiftance 
was procured, fhe had been attended by a 
midwife, who would give no other account 
of the cafethan “ That the pains had 


been frequent, that the armof the child 


“had 
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had prefented, and that the os tince had 
not been fully dilated till the morning 
of the 18th.” 

Qn examination, the right arm and the 
umbilical cord of the child werefound dou- 
bled within the vagina, and the uterus was 
felt to be ftrongly and rigidly contracted 
on the body of the infant. The patient’s 
pulfe was diflin& although feeble. 

As it was quite impracticable to pafs 
the hand beyond the prefenting part, it 
became neceflary (although the exhaufted 
{tate of the patient clearly fhewed that any 
delay might be very dangerous), to give 
an opiate, and to wait, if potlible, for its 
effects in removing the fpafmodic ftric- 
ture. A proper dofe of laudanum was 
therefore given, | 

Within two hours, however, the pulfe 
having funk{fo much, that it could no longer 
be felt, an attempt to deliver became in- 
difpenfible, though it was found that the 
uterine fpafm was not removed. 


O For 
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For this purpofe, the right hand was 
cautioufly introduced within the parts, 
but notwithftanding every exertion of 
force warranted by” prudence was em- 
ployed, it could not be paffed beyond the 
fhoulder of the infant. 

An attempt was then made to open the 
thorax with the perforator, that by remov- 
‘ing its contents the child might be brought 
down double; the ftate of the umbilical 
cord having proved decidedly that its life 
had been for fome time extinguifhed. But 
ic was impoflible to make a fufficiently 
large opening. | 

Thefe attempts were fruftrated by the 
pofition of the feetus. For it was fo 
placed, that the right arm. lay in the: 
- direCtion of the right facro-iliac fynchon- 
drofis, the occiput occupied the right foffa 
iliaca, and the right cheek bone was jam- 
med. within the brim of the pelvis, exactly 
at the junction of the right ilium with the 
pubis,, and in this fituation it had, by the 

reiterated 
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reiterated contractions of the uterus, and 
probably alfo by the fwelling of the con- 
tiguous parts, become fo ftrongly wedged 
. that no force could either alter it, or pro- 
duce room for the paflage of the hand. be- 
yond thofe prefenting parts. 

On confidering carefully every circum- 
{tance, it now appeared, that if the head 
were feparated from the trunk, it might 
be forced fomewhat afide, and the hand of 
the operator might be paffed along the 
left fide of the foetus. The cervical ver- 
tebree were therefore divided, and three 
of them feparated and extracted; a ligature 
was then fixed on the prefenting arm, and 
held firmly by the left hand; while the 
right hand was forced up into the uterus, 
and the head gradually yielding, the feet 
were at laft reached, and with confiderable 
difficulty brought down. When the body 
was extracted as far as the breaft, the arms 
were difengaged, and then two fingers, of 
the left hand were introduced into the 

O 2 mouth, 
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mouth, and by this means the head was 
made to follow the body, to which it re- 
mained attached by the tezuments. | 
_ Uterine hemorrhagy having immediate- 

ly fupervened to delivery, the placenta was 
extracted by art. 

Extraordinary afliftance was procured 
at 5 o'clock P, M.and the delivery was ac- 
complifhed at half paft nine o’clock the 
fame evening. 


The child was a male. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


Auguft roth. half paft nine o ’clock 
P, M. uterine hemorrhagy continues in an 
exceflive degree, although the abdomen be 
properly comprefled, and cloths dipt in 
cold water be applied tothe pubes, lumbar 
region, and external parts. No diftind 
pulfe can be felt. Complains of great cold- 
nefs of the body, and of dimnefs of vifion. 

The bed cloaths were removed, and cold 


water was dafhed upon the naked abdomen. 
By 
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By this means the hemorrhagy was check- 
ed ; but violent rigors having fupervened, 
the clamour of the patient and attendants 
rendered it neceflary not only to remove 
the cold applications, but alfo to allow her 
_ fome warm fpirits and water; in confe- 
quence of which the flooding returned, and 
fainting feemed at hand. 

Eleven o'clock P. M. hxmorrhagy 1s 
quite abated, but no pulfation can be felt 
in the arteries at the wrilt. The counte- 
nance of the patient is very pallid. She is 
ftill fenfible. Complains of giddinefs in 
the head, impaired vifion, and a great dif- 
pofition to fainting. Drank a little wine 
and water. 

Midnight, Seems very much opprefied. 
Sighs deeply, and moans frequently. Re- 
{piration is difficult and interrupted. Ex- 
tremities are cold, and no pulfation whate- 
ver can be felt. 

19th, One o'clock A, M. expired. 

REMARKS, 
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“REMARKS, 


Several years ago it was difcovered by 
Dr Denman, that in prefentations, fuch as 
that in the above cafe, the pofition of the 
childis fometimes altered, and its expulfion 
accomplifhed, by the natural contractions 
of the uterus. Although the Doctor, with 
his ufual candour, has allowed, that this 
favourable event, under fuch alarming cir- 
cumftances, is rather to be wifhed'than ex- 
pected; yet he has offered it as his opinion, 
that if all interference of art were avoided, 
© the woman would not, in this cafe, die 
undelivered.” ; 

The preceding hiftory, however, affords 
a melancholy contradiction tothis opinion, 
The midwife, who attended from the be- 
ginning, did nothing to interrupt the na- 
tural procefs, as far as could be learned. 
Her fatal error was having only looked on, 


and having neither given that afliftance 
which 


a] 
ALE He aitachamis 


CASES IN MIDWIFERY. tig 


which was neceflary, nor fent for others. 
who could do fo, 


The fpontancous evolution, as Dr Den- 
man has called it, can only take place . 
where the child lies in a particular fitua- 
tion, viz. where the action of the uterus 
cannot be exerted on the prefenting part, 
or where that part is fo fhaped that it can- 
not be wedged within the pelvis. A prac- 
titioner may, therefore, by a careful exa- 
mination, be able to decide whether the 
evolution will happen or not. {his ob- 
fervation is by no meansa matter of {pecu- 
lation, being, on the contrary, of much 
practical utility; for, if there be figns 
which indicate the event alluded to, it fol- 
lows, as a confequenice, not. only that the 
natural procefs is not to be counteracted, 
but alfo, that itis to be affifted. Two ca- 
fes occurred during one year, where the 
author of thefe remarks had an opportuni- 
ty of prognofticating and affifting the evo- 


lution, 
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lution, in prefence of two gentlemen then 
attending the Profeflor of Midwifery, as 


annual pupils *. 


That the uterus fhould continue rigidly 
contracted on the body of the child, while 
the ftrength of the woman was fo much 
exhaufted that no pulfe could be felt, and 
that fhe appeared finking very faft, isa fin- 
gular and an inftructive fact It will, it 
is to be hoped, teach practitioners the fal- 
lacy of the affertion, that the longer the o- 
peration of turning is delayed, the more eafily 
it will be accomplifhed. 


It may feem aflonifhing, that the body 
of the child could not be drawn down with 
the crotchet, fince it was ina ftate of great 
_putridity : But when it is confidered, that 
the long continued action of the uterus had 
wedged it very ftrongly within the pelvis, 

| while 
* Mr W. Cathcart, at prefent furgeon in the army, 


and Dr Woodford, now phyfictan at Brittol. 
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while, at the fame time, the preflure on 
the.foft parts lining that cavity had {welled 


them much, the circumftance will be rea- 
dily underftood. 


Many practitioners, in cafes fimilar to 
the above, mutt feel greatly embarrafled ; 
for while, on the one hand, humanity for- 
bids, that a fellow-creature fhould be al- 
lowed to die, without any attempts being 
made to fave her; and the death of a wo- 
man undelivered always ftrikes an alarm- 
ing panic; fo, on the other hand, it may 
be dreaded, that the attempts to deliver 
might add to the natural dangers, or that 
the death of the patient may be imputed 
by the attendants to the interference of the 
practitioner. 

But, as under the circumftances alluded 
to, immediate delivery can alone give the 
woman any chance of recovery, it is the 
indifpenfible duty of the pratitioner to 
make the proper ettorts for that purpofe. 

P Every 
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Every other confideration fhould yield to 
the fenfe of duty. 


This unfortunate cafe fhews the fatal ef- 
fects of delay. Had proper affiftance been 
afforded twenty-four hours fooner than it 
was fought for, the mother of twelve chil- 
dren would have been preferved to her fa- 
ily. 


| 


COMPLEX LABOURS. 


9TLURALITY OF CHILDREN. 
Cas EI, 


Mis ATKIN, out-patient, aged twenty- 
five years, healthy and well-form- 


ed, became in labour on the 3d July, 1794, 
at ten o'clock A.M. The prefentation of 
the child was natural, and the progrefs of 

the 


\ 
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_, the labour fo rapid, that the membranes 
{pontaneoufly burft at mid-day, and the 
child was immediately after expelled. 

It was difcovered that a fecond child re- 
mained zm utero; and therefore, after the 
patient had recovered from her previous 
fatigue, viz. about a quarter paft one 
o'clock P. M. the membranes were ruptur- 
ed, and the feet of the child (which were 
prefenting) taken hold of. The extraction 
was accomplifhed within a few minutes. 

Notwithftanding every means that could 
be employed, the uterus remained in a ftate 
of atony for above three hours ; hemorrha- 
gy having fupervened, the placente were 
extracted by art. ‘They adhered together. 
Both children were female, They were of 


a large fize, well-formed, and very lively. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


July 3d. Had deliquium after delivery, 
which ceafed in confequence of free expo- 
fure to cold air. ‘The hemorrhagy abated 

Ae: after 
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after the extraction of the placente. With 
the view of preventing deliquium, and of 
checking the hemorrhagy, a moderate de- 
gree of preffure was made on the abdomen, 
as foon after the birth of the fecond child 
as the flooding occurred. 
Had an opiate before fhe was laid quiet. 
Vefpere. Was had no fleep. Complains 
much of painin the head. No after-pains. 
Pulfe a hundred and twenty, and hard. | 
Skin hot. Eyes have a particular wild ap- 
pearance. Face flufhed. Has made water 
freely fince delivery. Little or no dif- 
charge from the uterus. 
Stricteft antiphlogiftic regimen. 
Children well. Both have had the na- 
tural difcharges. 
4th. Has had fome hours fleep. Head- 
ach has ceafed. Pulfe a hundred and 
fixteen, ard {till fomewhat hard. Tongue 
clean. No thirft. Skin rather cool. Ap- 
pearance of the countenance fomewhat 
better. 
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better. Lochial difcharge in moderate 
quantity. 
R. Sal. nitri gr. x. 
Solv. in aq. font, 31. et cap. fta- 
tim, ut folv. 
Rep. idem omni hora, nifi dorm. 
Children. well. 
sth. Feels much better to-day. Puife 
a hundred. State of the fkin and tongue 
natural. Secretion of milk abundant. Had 
a {tool this morning. Lochia regular. 
Cont. remed. 
6th. Nearly in the fame ftate as yefter- 
day. 
Children continue quite well. 
7th. Convalefcent. Had her bed and 
body linens fhifted laft night. 
Omit. fal. nitr. 
17th. Mother and both children were 
in. perfect health. 


REMARKS. 


The deliquium after delivery, probably 


proceeded 
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proceeded from a proper degree of com- 
preflion not having been made on the ab- 
domen immediately after the birth of the 
firtt child. As extraordinary affiftance was 
not fent for till the fecond child was half 
born, this was neglected. 

There is reafon to believe, that the atony , 
of the uterus originated from the fame 


caute, 


The hemorrhagy, though alarming at 
the time, perhaps proved of very effential 
benefit to the patient ; for the {tate of her 
pulfe, and the appearance of her eyes for 
two or three days after delivery, afforded 
great reafon to apprehend a determination 
‘of blood to the head; but it was apparent- 
ly checked or moderated by the uterine dif- 
charge. 


In the treatment of cafes where the in- 
flammatory diathefis prevails ftrongly, fre- 
quent dozes of nitre frefh difloived, are the 


beft 
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beft means for moderating the action of 
the vafcular fyftem; provided its exhibi- 
tion be preceded by blood-letting. The 
fpontaneous hemorrhagy in this cafe, fu- 


perfeded the neceflity,of that operation. 


Case I. 


BetTTy FRAZER, out-patient, aged 
twenty-two years, became in labour on 
the 22d of October, 1794, at eleven o'clock 
P. M. | | 

The prefentation of the child was natu- 
ral, and progrefs of the labour fo rapid, 
that, within two hours from the com- 
mencement of pains, the membranes f{pon- 
taneoufly gave way, and the infant was 
born a few minutes after. 3 

It was immediately difcovered, that a 
fecond child remained im utero. A proper 
degree of compreflion was therefore made 
on the abdomen, and the patient was al- 


lowed 
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lowed to recruit from the fatigue fhe had 
fuffered. | ; 

Uterine pains recurred at half paft three | 
oclock P. M. and, on examination, an an- 
gulated body was felt through the mem- 
branes. Thefe being inftantly ruptured, 
it was found, that the knees of the infant 
prefented. The feet were inftantly taken 
hold of, and the belly having been turned 
towards the right facro-iliac fynchondrofis, 
the delivery was accomplifhed within a few 
minutes, 

Both placentx formed one mafs, which 
was expelled by the natural efforts, within 
a quarter of an hour after the birth of the 
fecond child. 7 

The children were both of the male fex, 


and were healthy and well-formed. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


OG. 22d. Had an opiate before fhe was 

laid quiet. | 
Vefpere. Was not flept. Pulfe a hundred 
and 
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: 
and eight. ‘Tongue clean. Skin rather 
hot. Has made water freely. -Lochial 
difcharge moderate. 

Children well. Have had the natural 
difcharges. 

23d. Has flept well. Pulfe ninety. 
Tongue clean. Nothirf{t. Skin cool. Has 
had no motion of the bowels, Lochial 
difcharge moderate. 

Low diet. 
Cap. Tina. opii gtt. xxx. his. 

Both children well. 

24th, Has been reftlefs during the night. 
Complains of violent pain in the head and. 
eyebrows, and of fixed pain in the abdo- 
men. The breafts alfo are uneafy. Is trou- 
bled with conftant naufea, Pulfe eighty- 
four. Tongue foul, Skin hot and dry. 
Has had no ftool. lLochial difcharge re- 
gular. 

Cap. ftat. Pulv.’ipecac. gr. xx. 

Vefpere. Feels much relieved fince the o- 

peration of the emetic. State of the pulfe 


cP. and 
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and {kin natural. Has not yet had a ftool. 
Wilk begins to flow freely from the breafts. 
Hab. Enem. domeft. ftat. 

Children in good health. Suck well. 

asth. Is better in every refpect. 

26th. Sat up for two hours laft night, and 
fuffered no fatigue in confequence. 

Children well. 

Nov. 3d. Mother and children were in. 
perfect health. 


REMARKS. 


By the prudent management of the gen- 
tleman who had charge of this cafe* in 
applying a proper degree of compreffion to 
the abdomen, immediately after the birth 
of the firft child, deliquium and hzemor- 
thagy were effeCually guarded againft. 


In knee prefentations two modes of prac- 
tice may be adopted; for either the knees. 
may be allowed to come forward, or the 

feet 


* Mr Partridge. 
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feet may be brought down. The former 
'mode is only juftifiable, when the knees 
are confiderably advanced within the pel- 
vis; for then any attempt to bring down 
the feet muft be exceedingly hazardous. 
But the latter fhould be invariably purfu- 
ed, if the knees be only at the brim; as 
there is always great rifk of the legs being 
fractured when the Kneesare forced through 


the pelvis. 


The placente in this cafe had not only 
their fubftance very completely blended to- 
gether, but alfo had frequent and very dif- 
tinct anaftomofes of their veflels. One ar- 
tery and vein in particular, each of the fize 
of a pinion quill, were extended from the 
root of one umbilical cord to that of the o- 
ther. : 

This circumftance, although not com- 
mon, is by no means very rare. There are 
now two examples of it in the collection of 
the Profeflor of Midwifery in the Univer- 


Q 2 é fity 
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fity of this place. It fhews the neceflity of 
making always two ligatures on the cord. 

before the child be feparated from the mo- 
ther, and of cutting between‘them. Had 
that rule not been attended to in this cafe, 
the fecond infant muft have perifhed from 
lofs of blood before birth, 


Crs eb LER 


Mrs. TwEEDALE, out-patient,” aged 
twenty-feven years, healthy and well-form- 
“ed, was on the 28th of July.1794 affe@ed 
with pains, which fhe imagined to be la- 
bour pains, as fhe thought herfelf at the 
full period of utero-geftation. As howe- 
ver, the pains produced no effect on the 
uterine fy ftem ; ; and as fhe had feverabane 
common fymptoms, the midwife in at- 
tendance, (avery fenfible and well-inform- 
ed woman) judged it neceflary, on the 
29th, to call in additional aid, She had 


that 
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that night an opiate, which procured her 
fome hours fleep. | 

On the afternoon of the 30th, fhe com- 
plained of violent pain in the left fide of 
the belly, proceeding from the extraordi- 
nary motion of the child. This pain be- 
came fo excruciating that it repeatedly in- 
duced deliquium, and threatened convul- 
fions, On examination, the abdomen was 
found to be diftended to an enormous fize, 
and when fhe lay on her left fide the head 
of a child was felt fo diftin@lly a little to a- 
fide, and above the umbilicus, that the -fu- 
tures could be clearly traced... When exa- 
mined per vaginam, the os tince feemed 
clofe and moveable, and the whole uterine 
{y{tem appeared to be fo light, as to be rea- 
dily moved backwards and forwards by 
by the finger. She faid, that about two 
months previous to this time fhe fell from 
a cart, fiance which fhe had: had conftant 
pain in the belly; and had frequently 
felt fuch violent and painful motion of the 


child, 
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child, as had threatened to bring on faint- 
ings, 

From the account which fhe gave, from 
the appearance of the abdomen, and from 
the apparent ftate of the uterine fyftem, it 
was rendered highly probable, that the foe- 
tus was extra-uterine. As the fymptoms 
feemed urgent, it was judged prudent to 
endeavour to obtain her confent to any 
operation which might be thought necef- 
fary, provided the nature of the cafe fhould 
be afcertained by a fecond and more ac- 
curate examination to be what was fuf pect- 
ed. But asthe refufed to give fuch confent, 
an opiate was prefcribed, and the fecond 
examination was poflponed, 

3ift. She had had fome fleep during, 
the night. Her fkin was hot, and her 
pulfe a hundred and twenty. She was 
again examined ; and as a finger could be 
now pailed for a little way into the uterus ; 
as upon her prefling down, a weight could 
be felt in the uterine region ; and as two 


bulky 
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bulky bodies, each like the head of a child, 
could be diftinguifhed within the abdomen 
at different parts, it was pretty certainly 
afcertained, that there was no extra-uterine 
conception, but that from the extraordina- 
ry diftenfion of the uterus, (probably in 
confequence of a plurality of children), 
the parietes of that organ had become fo 
thin, that the child could be felt as diftinc- 
ly as if it were immediately under the in- 
teguments. 

She continued in an uncomfortable fate, 
till the sth of Auguft, when labour really 
commenced. 

At half paft eight o’clock P. M. of that 
day, the os tince was fully dilated, and 
the arm of a child was (through the mem- 
branes) felt prefenting. The membranes 
being immediately ruptured, the feet of 
the child were taken hold of, and the belly, 
_breaft; and face having been brought in 
fucceflion, along the left facro-iliac fyn- 


chondrofis, the delivery was accomplihed 


fees 
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fec. art. in a few minutes, As another child 
was felt 7m utero, the patient was allowed to 
reft a little, and then the hand was cauti- 
oufly paffed up, the membranes ruptured, 
the feet taken hold of, (the breech having 
prefented), and the child brought down 
in the fame manner, and with the fame 
facility as the former. ) 
Although moderate preflure was made 
on the abdomen before the extraction of 
the fecond child, uterine hemorrhagy im- 
mediately fupervened to delivery. The 
placente were therefore inftantly extra@ted 
by art. They were not only quite dif- 
tinct from each other, but were alfo at- 
tached to different parts of the uterus, the 
one being fixed to the cervix and the other 


to the fundus. 
AFTER TREATMENT. 


Aueguft sth. The hemorrhagy not hav- 
ing yielded to the common means employ- 
ed, was at length checked by cold water 

, poured 
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poured from a height upon the abdomen. 
When laid quiet, her pulfe, which before 
had been undulating, was pretty firm and 
diftinct, 

6th. Had fome hours fleep, and makes 
no complaint whatever, Skin, hot. Pulfe 
a hundred and twenty. Tongue clean. 
No thirft. Has made water freely fince 
delivery. Has a peculiar appearance in 
the countenance and wildnefsin the eyes. 
Lochia regular. 

Low diet. 

Both children have had the natural dif- 
charges, and are in perfect health. 

wth. Has flept well during the night. 
Pulfe a hundred and twelve. Skin cool. 
Tongue clean. No thirft.’ -Appearance 
of the countenance and of the eyes fome- 
what better. Hada natural ftoollaft night. 
Has a plentiful fecretion of milk, Lochia 
moderate. 

Children well; fuck freely. 

Sth. ‘In every refpect as yelterday. 

R oth, 
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_gth. Continues free from complaint ; 
but her pulfe is {till above a hundred. She 
has fome degree of thirft, and the unufual 
appearance of her countenance remains. 

Bib. Decod., hord. ad libit. 

R. Sal nitri. ott. x. 

Solv.in aq. font. 41j. capt. flat. 
ut folv. et repet. idem omni 
hora nifi dorm. 

roth, No alteration fince yefterday. 
Cont. rem. 
Both children well. 

11th. Has pafled a reftlefs night. Com- 
plains of pain in the head. Skin hot. 
-Pulfe a hundred and twenty and fharp. 
Tongue clean, Thirft continues, | 

Cont. fal. nitr. | 
Vefpere. Became in the afternoon fud- 
denly delirious, and is now fo outragious, 
that fhe cannot be held in bed by three 
ftout men. Has great tremors in the ex- 
tremities, fo that the pulfe cannot be rec- 


koned, Eyes are inflamed and counte- 
nance 
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nance appears very wild. Hada ftool in 
the morning. Lochia ceafed. Secretion 
of milk ftopt. 

App. ad caput emplaft. epifp. magn. 
2th. Became calm during the night, 
and ftill continues fo. Pulfe ninety-fix and 
foft. ‘Tongue clean. Belly open, Com- 
plains only of weaknefs. 

Cont. fal, nitr. 

Vefpere. “Has relapfed into a ftate of de- 
lirtum; but has neither fubfultus tendi- 
num, nor that degree of wildnefs in her 
look, which was remarked yefterday. Can- 
not be made to {wallow any thing, without 
force being employed. No Lochial dif- 
charge. 

13th, In every refpect as laft ae 

14th. Continues in the fame ftate. 

1gth. Was this day removed into the 
Royal Infirmary. 

19th. Was difmiffed from the Infirma- 

ry as incurable, | 
RK. 2 20th. 
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2oth. Although ftill delirious is much 
exhautted. 
2ift. Died early this morning. 


Both children well. 
REMARKS. 


From the hiftory and fymptoms of this 
cafe it appeared at firft an inflance, if not 
of extra-uterine conception, at leaft of the 
foetus having efcaped into the cavity of the 
abdomen. Four circumftances rendered 
this probable; firft, the account the pa- 
tient gave of her complaints; fecondly, 
the accuracy with which the futures of the 
child’s head could be traced through the 
abdominal parietes; thirdly, the violent 
pain that was induced by the motion of the 
infant; and laftly, the apparent lightnefs 
of the uterus. 

But when the nature of the cafe was. 
more accurately inveftigated, it was found 
that the patient had. given an imperfect 
and erroneous hiftory; that from great bo- 

dily 
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dily fatigue, and much diftrefs of mind, 
the nervous fyftem had become remarka- 
bly fufceptible of imprefiion; that from 
the prodigious diftenfion of the uterus its 
parietes in fome places were probably as 
thin as a fheet of paper; and that the man- 
ner in which the woman lay had prevent- 
ed the real weight of the uterus from be- 
ing felt. 

Where the fafety of the patient depends 
on the nature of her fituation being clear- 
ly underftood, the practitioner muft necef- 
farily depart from the ordinary rules re- 
{fpeCting examination, and muift adopt.a 
mode of afcertaining the ftate of the ute- 
rus, which can only be juftified by the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe, 


As this was the patient’s fecond pregnan- 
cy, although both children were of a large 
fize, the delivery was attended with little 
difficulty. Notwithftanding every precau- 
tion, the hemorrhagy that fucceeded was 


ei exceflive 
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_exceflive and alarming; which was pro= 
bably to be imputed to the previous ftate 
cf her health, as well as to the extraordina- 
ry diftenfion of the uterus, and the prodi- 
gious fize of its veflels. The very oppofite 
parts at which the two placentz were at- 


tached is an uncommon occurrence. 


The ftate of the patient, for the firft 
four days after delivery, feemed to promife 
a favourable recovery. She made no com- 
plaint whatever, and fhe had a plentiful 
fecretion of milk, fo that fhe gave fuck to 
both children. The quicknefs of her pulfe, 
and the appearance of her countenance, in- 
deed, afforded to the author of thefe re- 
marks fufficient grounds for alarm. Yet 
Mrs Aitkin, in whom the fame fymptoms 


took place, recovered rapidly. 


Had fhe been placed ina different fitu- 
ation, it is more than probable that Mrs 
Tweedale would have been faved to her fa- 

| mily 
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mily. But unfortunately fhe dwelt in a 
hovel, confifting of a fingle apartment on 
the ground floor of a houfe placed in an 
unhealthy part of the town, and in a ftreet 
much expofed to noife, At the fame 
time, fhe had conftant crowds of vifitors, 
by which the air of her houfe was ren- 
dered exceedingly impure, and fhe was o- 
verheated and difturbed. Every argu- 
ment had been in vain employed to pre- 
vail on her to go into the Lying-in Hofpi- 
tal. 


On the day preceding the attack of phre- 
nitis, fhe was obferved to fpeak im a hur- 
ried manner: Yet fhe denied that fhe felt 
any pain; but for fome hours previous to 
the occurrence of delirium, fhe complain- 
ed of headach. 

The great hemorrhagy which had fu- 
pervened to delivery, rendered blood let- 
ting inadmiffible; and therefore bliftering 
was had recourfe to. This appeared to 

produce 


a a Saag 
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produce good effects; for the violence of 


; 


all the fymptoms was moderated on the fuc- 


ceeding morning. But as, notwithftand- 


ing the unremitting attention of the an- 
nual Pupil under whofe charge fhe was 
placed *, fhe continued ftill expofed to the 
fame exciting caufes which originally in= 
duced the difeafe, viz. crowds of vifitors, 
&c. fhe foon relapfed, and the phrenitis 


was fucceeded by mania. 


Every other cafe of phrenitis in the pu- 
erperal ftate, that has fallen under the ob- 
fervation of the author of thefe remarks, 
terminated rapidly in death ;.confequently, 
he has long confidered it to be the moft 
dangerous difeafe that can occur after de- 
livery. But although he has not had the 
fatisfaCtion of fucceeding in his endeavours 
to arreft the progrefs of phrenitis, when it 
has actually taken place, he flatters himfelf 

that 
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that he has been able, in many inftances 
to prevent its occurrence, by attending 
carefully to the treatment of the fymptoms 
that precede the attack. Thefe are, quick- 
nefs of the pulfe, wildnefs in the appear- 
ance of the eyes, watching, great fufcepti- 
bility of the impreflion of found and light, 
and violent pain in the head. 

The ftriftect antiphlogiftic regimen, 
blodd-letting, provided no exceflive hz- 
morrhagy have happened during or after 
delivery, frequent dofes of nitre frefh dif- 
folved, and bliftering, if the pain in the 
head occur notwithftanding thefe means, 


confiitute the mode of treatment, 


iS) RUPTURE 
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| 


RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS. 


GASE. 


h Ars M‘Kay, out-patient, aged thirty- 
“2 three years, nearly at the full pe- 
riod of utero-geftation, having, on the 
19th November, 1794, been occupied in 
confiderable bodily exertion, felt the mem- 
branes fuddenly give way ; in confequence 
of which the liquor amnii was difcharged, 
As fhe did not fhift her cloaths for feveral 
hours, but continued in a cold, wet, un- 
comfortable fituation during all that time, 
fhe had next morning fymptoms of catarrh. 
Labour pains did not take place tll the e- 
vening of the 21{t, when fhe fent for her 
midwife. At midnight the incipient dila- 
tation of the os tince was afcertained. 
During 
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During the night the pains were flrong 
and frequent, and the head of the child 
appeared to defcend; but the parietes of 
the os tincz were very rigid. 

Between eleven and twelve o'clock 
noon of the 22d, the child’s head feemed 
pretty low in the pelvis; but about that 
time the patient fuddenly cried out, dur- 
ing a pain, that fomething had burft with- 
in her, and afked the midwife, if fhe did 
not hear the noife of a rent? Immediately 
after this a little blood was difcharged from 
the parts, violent vomiting and breathlefs- 
nefs took place, and fhe complained con- 
{tantly of exceflive pain in the abdomen. 
From this’: moment too the labour throes 
ceafed, . 

In this fituation the patient continued 
till about feven o'clock P. M. when extra- 
ordinary afliftance was procured. It was 
then found, that befides the fymptoms a- 
bove-mentioned, the pulfe was quite indif- 
tinct, and the limbs of the infant could be 

0 2 _ diftinguifhed 
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diftinguifhed under the parietes of the ab- 
domen. The-head was a little within the 
brim of the pelvis, which cavity feemed 
very roomy, and the foft parts were quite 
relaxed. ae 

From thefe fymptoms, and from the pre- 
vious hiftory, 1t appeared very evident that 
the uterus had become ruptured, and that 
part of the child had efcaped into the ab- 
domen. The midwife, too, allowed; that 
the head had formerly been lower in the 
pelvis than it now was. 

As immediate delivery became indif{pen- 
fible, and as there was no certain fign of 
the infant’s death, the long forceps were 
cautioufly applied; but on bringing the 
blades together, the head flipped out from 
between them, and receded entirely into 
the cavity of the abdomen. Thofe inftru- 
ments were therefore withdrawn, and the 
handof the operator was immediately intro- 
duced, with a view to bring down if poffible 
the feet of the child. In this attempt fome 


difficulty 
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difficulty was felt, from the rent im the u- 
terus having become much contracted. The 
hand, however, was pafied through it, and 
the child was felt furrounded by inteftines. 
One foot was taken hold of, and brought 
down, and the belly having been turned 
toward the right facro-iliac fynchondrofis, 
the delivery was accomplifhed within a few 
minutes; the placenta was brought off 
along with the child. The hand was a- 
gain introduced in order to prevent any 
portion of the inteftinal canal from pafling 
through the laceration. The fituation of 
the rent was fo immediately above the pu- 
bes, thatit appeared wonderful how it had 
not communicated to the bladder. It ex- 
tended in atranf{verfe direction. 

During the extraction of the child, a 
confiderable quantity of blood was dif 
charged, and the hemorrhagy continued 
for fome time after delivery ; fo that above 
three pounds of blood were probably loft. 
Immediately after delivery the patient had 


a 
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a violent fit of retching and vomiting, her 
pulfe funk entirely, and her extremities be- 
came cold. A little warm fpirits and wa- 
ter were given her, after which fhe gradu- 
ally recruited, fo that within an hour from 
the time of delivery, namely at nine o'clock 
P. M. her pulfe was pretty firm, and did 
not exceed a hundred and twenty ftrokes 
in the minute. She had forty drops of lau- 


danum, and was left for the night. 


AFTER TREATMENT. 


Nov. 23d. Has had no retching nor vo- 
miting fince ten o'clock laft night. Slept 
for fome hours. Has made water twice 
naturally fince delivery; but has had no 
ftool. Pulfe a hundred and twenty, and 
feeble. Tongue clean. Skin moift. Ab- 
domen fo very painful to the touch, that 
fhe can fcarcely fuffer the application of the 
hand. Lochial difcharge quite natural, 
both with refpe& to quantity and appear- 
ance. 


Cap. 
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Cap. jus a carn, bovin. (vernacule 
beef tea vocat.) lb. ij in die. 
Vefpere. Has fweated much fince the 
morning. Complains greatly of pain in 
the abdomen. Pulfe a hundred and twen- 
ty, and ftronger and fuller than in the 
morning. ‘Tongue clean. Has a circum- 
fcribed rednefs in the cheeks. Is diftrefled 
with frequent tickling cough, which ag- 
gravates the pain in“the belly. Pafles u- 
rine naturally without any difficulty. Lo- 
chia perfectly regular. | 
24th. Has had little fleep. Cough ftill 

troublefome. Pulfe a hundred and twen- 
ty, and weaker than yelterday. Tongue 
clean. Florid fpot on each cheek. Com- 
plains of the fenfation of a fluid rolling 
from fide to fide within the abdomen, 
when fhe attempts to turn herfelf. Can- 
not yet bear the flighteft preffure on the 
belly. 

Cont. jus e carn. bovin. 

Capt. vini rubr, 3vitj.in diem. 


Vefpere. 
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Vefpere. During the afternoon had a 
return of vomiting, the matter thrown up, 
was of a dark green colour, and of a very 
vifcid confiftence. The urine fhe pafles 1s 
turbid, and has a_ bloody appearance, 
Pulfe a hundred and thirty, and very weak. 
‘Tongue clean. Skin moift. Has had no 
{tool. Lochial difcharge continues regu- 
lar. 

Inj. En. ex mucil. amyl. cum tinct. 
opH ett. Ixxx. 

2sth. Slept pretty well during the night. 
Stull complains of pain in the abdomen, 
and of the fenfation of fluid within it. 
Pulfe a hundred, and full. Tongue dry, 
and fomewhat furred; has nothirit. Can 
{carcely be prevailed upon to take the beef 
tea, or food of any kind. Had a {tool 
naturally yefterday. Lochial difcharge re- 
cular. 

Vefoere.  Vomited twice during the 
courfe of the forenoon ; the matter thrown 


up, had not the eruginous appearance ob- 


ferved 
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ferved in that of yefterday, but feemed to 
_ confift chiefly of phlegm. During the af- 
ternoon had feveral loofe ftools without 
pain, and of a natural appearance. Pulfe 
a hundred and ten. Tongue only flightly 
furred. Face flufhed, and fkin hot and dry, 
except in fome parts of the body, where a 
moi{ture is felt. 
Cap. Pulv. antim. gr. vill. ftatim. et 
poft horam ejufmodi gr. iv. 
Cap, etiam Tine, opu ett. xl. 

26th, Has had. no fleep during the 
night; but has fweated profufely. Pulfe 
a hundred, and weak. Tongue a little 
furred. Has had two loofe ftools fince 
yefterday, feels great difficulty in making 
water, and complains much of pain in the 
lumbar region and over the abdomen. 
Lochial difcharge ftill regular. 

Vefpere. Pulfe a hundred and eight, and 
feeble. Has been able to pafs no water for 
feveral hours. In other vefpects as in the 
morning, 

T Fov, 
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Foy. abdom. per femi-horam. 
Cap. tinct. opii ett. xl. his. 

avth. Paffed a reftlefs night, and feels 
general uneafinefs. Pulfe a hundred, and 
weak, - Tongue white, fkin moift. Made 
fome water with great difficulty laft night, 
on account of which the fomentations 
were not applied; but has paift none fince 
that time. Has had no ftool. Still com- 
plains of pain in the loins and abdomen. 
Lochial difcharge regular. 

Fov. ftat. abdom. 

Ve/pere. “as had fuppreflion of urine 
for fixteen or eighteen hours, and feels 
much uneafinefs in confequence. Pulfe 
a hundred and fixteen, In other refpects 
as in the morning. 

Inj. ftat. Enem, dom. 
Cap. h.s. tinct. opii gte. xl. 

28th. The Enema operated well, ha- 
ving produced a difcharge both of feces 
and of urine. Has had no fleep, and feels 
exceflively fatigued. Pain in the abdomen 


and 
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and lumbar region ftill continues. Pulfe 
a hundred, and not ftrong. Tongue clean. 
Skin moift. Pafles urine pretty eafily. 
Lochia regular. 

Vefpere. as taken a little bread-berry 
with wine; but has had no fleep. Pulfe 
a hundred and four. No other change 
fince the morning: 

Rep. Ting. opii ett. xl. h.s. et ejul- 
modi gtt. xx. poft horas tres fi: 
opus erit. , 

29th, Complains that fhe has not had a 
fingle hour’s reft. Pains in the belly and 
loins as. diftrefling as ever. Pulfe a hun- 
dred and twenty, and feeble. Tongue 
cleans Skin moift. Has had no ftool. 
Cannot be prevailed on to take nourifh- 
ment of any kind, diflikes the wine, and 
will tafte nothing but very weak fmallbeer, 

Inj. flat. En. domeft. 
R. Tinct. opii 311. 
Spt. Ammon. arom, 31s 
Syr. com. 31. | 
'F 2 Aq. 
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Aq. rofar, vii. M. 

Cap. coch. menf. No ii, hora 
fomni, et Nol. 3tia. q..q. 
hora, nifi dorm. 

goth. Has been exceedingly uneafy and 
reftlefs during the night. Had no {fleep. 

he enema was not adminiftered, hence 
has not yet hadany ftool. Pain in the ab- 
domen and loins ftill very diftreffing. 
‘Pulfe a hundred, and pretty firm. Tongue 
clean. No thirft. Lochial difcharge mo- 
derate and quite regular. 

Hab. ftat. En, domett, 

Vefpere. Enema operated well. Feels 
nerfelf wonderfully better. Pulfe ninety- 
fix, and ftrong. Pains in the loins and 
belly are confiderably alleviated. Abdo- 
men ftill very painful to the touch. 

Cont, mixt. anod. 

Dec. 1ft. Had her bed and body linens 
fhifted laft night, and did not appear much 
fatigued in confequence. Had fome hours 
fleep. Thinks herfelf greatly better. Pulfe 

. ninety 
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ninety and firm. Tongue pretty clean. 
Skin moift. Had a natural ftool. this 
morning. Makes water without the fmal- 
deft difficulty. -Lochial difcharge natural. 
Cont, remedia. 
Diet left to her own choice. 
ad. Convalefcent. Eat fome beef ftakes 
yefterday. Is {till very weak, and cannot | 
yet bear any preffure on the abdomen. 
3d. Continues convalefcent. Sat up for 
an hour yefterday, without much fatigue. 
Sth Left in a ftate of progreflive con- 


valefcence. 
REMARKS. 


Rupture of theuterushas been with great 
reafon regarded as the moft dangerous acci- 
dent which can happen during labour. © 
The numerous hiftories of the cafe on re- 
cord exhibit only a very few inftances 
where the life of the patient was faved *. 

Laceration 


* See obfervations on the rupture of the gravid ute- 


) 
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Laceration of the utertis may take 
place, and in fact has happened, in every 
different part of the organ, and in every 
variety of direCtion; but its moft common 
feat is in the cervix towards the promonto- 
ry of the facrum, and its moft ordinary 


direction is tranfverfe *, 


The caufés of this accident are, external 
injuries ; the long continued violent action 
of the uterus after the difcharge of the li< 
quor amnil, while the os tincz is undilat- 
ed; and the ill-direCted efforts of a practi- 
tioner to alter the pofition of the child. 


The preceding cafe is an example of the 
effects of the fecond caufe. The title of 


{pontaneous 


rus, by Andrew Douglafs, M. D. London 14009, in 
which the hiftory of a fuccefsful cafe is detailed, and a 
view of all the favourable cafes mentioned by authors is 
exhibited. 


* Dr Denuan has publifhed a moft beautiful plate 


reprefenting this cafe. 
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{pontaneous rupture of the uterus has been 
applied to fuch cafes; but in the opinion 
of the author of thefe remarks, this demon- 
{tration is improper, fince it tends to incul- 
cate an erroneous idea of the nature of the 
cafe. 

When the liquor amnii has been dif 
charged before the dilatation of the os tin- 
ce, if {trong labour throes occur, fome part 
of the uterus muft give way; hence if the 
os uteri be not forced open, a laceration 
mutt happen in the part that is weakeft or 
moft prefled upon. But as certain fymp- 
toms announce the approach of this event, 
and as itis in the power of the practitioner 
to avert, the impending danger, what has 
been called {pontaneous rupture is to be im- 
puted to the fault of the practitioner, as 
much as that produced by his ill directed 
attempts to turn the child. 


Dr Douglafs firft hinted at the figns 
which indicate threatening rupture from 
this 


152 CASES IN MIDWIFERY. 


this (fecond) caufe *. He has not how- 
ever {tated them with the precifion that is 
neceflary to direct practice The follow-— 
ing circumftances point it out clearly. 
Firft, the liquor amnii is prematurely dif- 
charged: Secondly, the os uteri remains 
remarkably rigid: Thirdly,the uterine con- 
tractions are very violent and frequent ; 
and, laftly, the patient complains of a moft 
excruciating pain in fome partof the uterus, 
during every labour throe, Thispain differs 
from that often felt in the lumbar region 
in the fecond ftage of labour, in being 


peculiarly agonizing. 


Where thefe fymptoms occur, the views 
of the practitioner ought to be directed to- 
wards two objects 5 Firft, to fufpend the 
action of the uterus, and fecondly, to pro- 
mote the dilatation of the os tince [. The 

fame 

* Loco citato. Page 96. 
+ Dr Douglafs, whofe obfervations are in other re- 
fpeéts valuable, has advifed immediate delivery in cafes 


where rupture is dreaded. 
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fame means accompli{h both purpofes, viz. 
Blood letting and opiates. The quantity 
of blood drawn ought to be as great as the 
patient can with fafety bear, and after the 
operation a large dofe of tinct. opii. fhould 
be given. 

Perhaps this practice ought to be extend- 
ed to every cafe where the liquor amnii 
has been evacuated before the dilatation 
of the mouth of the womb, if the pains 
be frequent; for the uterus may be lace- 
rated during a fingle pain. 


The fymptoms that appear after the rup- 
ture has happened, mark very unequivocal- 
ly the nature of the cafe. The patient is 
fenfible of fomething having given way 
within her during a pain; the labour throes 
from that moment ceafe; vomiting and 
breathlefinefs fupervene; at the fame time 
there is a fmall difcharge of blood from the 

vagina. The former prefenting part of 
the child generally recedes, but fometimes, 
U from 
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from it being very firmly impacted into 
the pelvis, this does not happen. In every 
cafe, however, the limbs of the infant can 
be plainly diftinguifhed through the ab- 
dominal parietes. From this period great 
pain is felt in the belly ; the breathleff{nefs 
continues to encreafe; the pulfe becomes 
very quick and irregular; coldnefs of the 
extremities, followed by deliquium or con- 
vulfions, enfues; and the patient, if no 
afiftance be afforded, foon after finks. 
Inftances where women have furvived this 
accident, and have recovered, though the 
child was allowed to remain in the cavity 
of the belly, have been recorded by authors ; 
but their authenticity can only be believ- 
ed by the credulous. 


In cafes of ruptured uterus, two plans 
may be purfued by the practitioner: Firft, 
the patient may be left to her fate; or, 
fecondly, immediate delivery may be at- 
tempted. 

the 
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The former of thefe has unfortunately 
been too often adopted. It has been re- 
commended by the moft plaufible argu- 
ments, viz. that the woman may live 
many years with the child in the abdo- 
minal cavity ; while any attempts to de- | 
liver, may induce much injury, by encreaf- 
ing the extent of the laceration, &c. 

To one, who confiders for a moment 
the confequences of the child efcaping from 
the uterus into the abdominal cavity, it 
muft appear fingular that fuch opinions 
fhould have prevailed. 

This doctrine has been controverted by 
Dr Douglafs with great ability, on prin- 
ciples both of theory and practice. 

The cafe of Mackay affords, perhaps, a 
more fatisfactory proof of. the advantages 
of delivery under fuch circumttances, than 
any yet publifhed. The whole body of the 
infant had been for feven hours in the ca- 
vity of the abdomen, and the patient feem- 
ed finking very rapidly ; immediate deli- 

ae very 
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. very therefore was obvioufly the only re- 
fource. 

The long forceps were employed as the 
means moft conducive to the fafety of both 
mother and child; for it appeared, that 
if any attempt were made to turn, the la- 
ceration of the uterus, might be encreafed, 
while an additional irritation would be ap- 
plied to the inteftines ; and that if the 
crotchet were employed, there would be a 
rifk of deflroying life, fince there were no 
unequivocal figns of the infant being dead. 
As the paflages were very roomy, and the 
foft parts quite relaxed, it was rendered 
probable, that the ufe of the long forceps 
would be fuccefsful. 

But in this expectation the author of 
thefe remarks was much difappointed ;_ 
for on the handles of the inftrument being 
brought together, the head flipped out 
from between the blades. This muft have 
happened from the concurrence of two 
caufes; firft, the inftrument’s not having 


been 


CASES IN MIDWIFERY. 157 


been placed immediately over the parietal 
protuberances; and, {econdly, the aétion 
of the uterus having been excited by the 
irritation of the forceps. 

The child having thus efcaped complete- 
ly into the belly, bringing down the 
feet now became indifpenfible. In making 
this attempt, the annual pupil who aflitt- 
ed* felt it very difficult to pafs his hand 
through the laceration, fo clofely had the 
lips united. During the procefs of ex- 
traction, the increafe of the rent was 
clearly afcertained by the author of thefe 
remarks. The placenta followed the body 
of the child, fo that it too had been forced 
into the belly. | | 


The event of this cafe, as well as of that 
detailed by Dr A. Hamilton 7, fhews, that 
even although the original rent be increaf- 
ed in the attempt to deliver, the patient 

may 
* Mr Smith. 
} Outlines of Midwifery, 3d. ed. page 348. 
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may recover. Foreign practitioners have 
advifed on fuch occafions, with a view to 
avoid this circumftance, an opening to be 
made through the parietes of the abdomen, 
inftead of extracting the child by the na- 
tural paflages; but that practice would 
greatly add to the dangers neceflarily at-. 


tending the cafe. 


In the after-treatment, the firft object 
fhould be to prevent any portion of the in- 
te{tinal canal being included between the 
lips of the wound; and after that is ac- 
complifhed, every attention ought to be 
paid to obviate inflammation, or at leaft to 
moderate the violence of inflammatory 


fymptoms. 


it is remarkable, that in the cafe of Mac- 
kay there was no apparent fuppuration, as 
the lochial difcharge continued in every re- 
fpe&t regular. That inflammation of the 
uterus to a certain extent had taken place, 
was 
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was evident from the fuppreffion of urine 
on the fifth day after delivery. 
The fluid which was effufed into the 
abdomen had been abforbed. 
The patient's {tomach was fo exceeding- 
ly irritable, that the Peruvian bark could 


not be given. 


Upon the whole, this cafe clearly demon- 
{trates the dangers which refult from the 
premature difcharge of the liquor amnil, 
and the neceflity of fufpending the action 
of the uterus, under fuch circumitances, 
until the os tince be fully dilated; princi- 
ples that cannot be too ftrongly imprediled 
on the mind of every practitioner of mid- 
wifery. It fhews too, that even in cafes 
the moit hopelefs, the ftate of the patient 


ought never to be regarded as defperate. 
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